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DIGEST. 


AN  ACT 

To  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  New  Prison  and  a  Debtors’  Apartment 
within  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  the  sale  of  the 
County  Prison  in  Walnut  Street,  in  the  said  city. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re¬ 
presentatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General 
Assembly  met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  the  Prison  erected  in  pursuance  of  the  provisons  of 
the  Act  to  which  this  is  a  Supplement,  shall,  when  completed, 
he  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  the  “  Philadelphia 
County  Prison,”  and  shall  be  managed  by  a  Board  of  In-  Xame 
spectors  consisting  of  twelve  citizens  residing  in  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia,  who  shall  serve  without  any  pecuniary  Board  of  inspec- 
compensation,  [four  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor, 

Recorder  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia ;  four  by  pjin^^m  ap* 
the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  and  four  by 
the  Judges  of  the  District  Court  of  the  City  and  County  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia;  they  shall  serve  for  four  years,  or  until  their  suc¬ 
cessors  shall  be  appointed.  In  case  of  vacancy  by  death,  re¬ 
signation  or  otherwise,  the  same  shall  be  supplied  by  the  Court  ^^ncies’  how 
who  appointed  the  individual  who  has  caused  the  vacancy,  upon 
notice  of  such  vacancy  from  the  President  of  the  Board  of  In¬ 
spectors.  The  first  appointment  of  Inspectors  under  this  act  t£eVOftrl't 
shall  be  made  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  next  ensuing,  and  Monday  in  May 
annually  thereafter  ;  the  persons  then  chosen,  shall  hold  them-  nevt' 

i  .  i  .  .,  .  Annually  there- 

selves  in  readiness  to  take  charge  or  said  prison  as  is  herein-  after, 
after  provided  for.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Inspectors 
chosen  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  divide  themselves  by  lot  into 
classes  of  three  each;  the  first  class  to  serve  one  year;  the  Classification, 
second  class  to  serve  two  years;  the  third  class,  three  years; 
and  the  fourth  class  four  years  ;  which  result  shall  be  regularly 
entered  upon  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors.]* 

*  The  portion  enclosed  in  brackets  was  repealed  by  Act  of  Feb.  2,  1854. 
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Duties  of  In¬ 
spectors. 


Treasurer  to 
give  bond. 


Appointments 
to  be  made  by 
Inspectors. 


Majority  to  con¬ 
stitute  a  Board. 


Yisiting  Inspec¬ 
tors,  their  du¬ 
ties. 


Superintendent 
where  to  reside. 
His  duties. 


Sect.  2.  The  said  Inspectors  shall  at  their  first  meeting, 
and  annually  thereafter,  appoint  out  of  their  number,  a  Pre¬ 
sident,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  keep  regular  minutes  of 
their  proceedings ;  they  shall  hold  stated  meetings  once  a 
month,  and  adjourned  special  meetings  whenever  necessary. 
The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond,  with  sufficient  surety  in  such 
amount  as  the  Inspectors  may  fix  and  determine,  and  shall 
receive  and  disburse  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Prison,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  order  of  the  Board.  The  Inspectors  shall  an¬ 
nually  appoint  a  Superintendent,  a  Matron  for  the  female 
department,  a  Physician,  and  a  Clerk  for  the  Institution,  and 
shall  fix  their  salaries  and  compensation,  as  also  the  salaries  or 
compensation  of  the  keepers,  and  all  other  persons  employed  in 
and  about  the  Institution.  A  majority  of  the  said  Inspectors 
shall  constitute  a  Board,  may  do  any  of  the  acts  required  of  the 
said  Inspectors,  and  make  such  rules  for  the  internal  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Prison,  as  may  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  separate  or  solitary  confinement,  as  set  forth  in  this 
act,  or  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  or  any  of  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  said  act. 

Sect.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Inspectors  to  appoint 
monthly  three  of  their  number,  who  shall  be  the  Visiting  In¬ 
spectors,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  the  Prison  at  least  once 
a  week,  and  oftener  if  necessary,  to  see  that  the  duties  of  the 
several  officers  and  attendants  are  performed,  to  prevent  all 
oppressions,  peculation  or  other  abuse  or  mismanagement  of 
the  Institution,  and  report  in  writing  to  the  Board  of  Inspec¬ 
tors  monthly,  or  oftener  if  necessery,  of  the  state  of  the  Insti¬ 
tution,  for  their  information  and  government.  The  Visiting 
Inspectors  shall  be  furnished  by  the  Superintendent  with  a 
calendar  of  the  persons  confined  in  the  prison,  and  shall  see 
that  the  persons  named  in  said  calendar  are  in  their  respective 
cells  assigned  to  them.  On  their  visits  to  the  cells,  the  Visit¬ 
ing  Inspectors  shall  not  be  attended  by  any  of  the  officers,  un¬ 
less  thereto  especially  required  by  them.  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Inspectors  to  make  the  necessary  contracts  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  clothing,  provisions,  and  all  articles  and  supplies  ne¬ 
cessary  for  the  support  and  employment  of  the  persons  confined 
in  said  prison,  and  to  direct  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  be 
employed,  and  the  articles  manufactured  shall  be  sold ;  and  also 
to  affix  and  determine  the  quantum  and  kind  of  food  that  shall 
be  furnished  daily  to  each  person  so  confined  in  said  Insti¬ 
tution.  The  Inspectors  shall  have  power  to  examine  any  per¬ 
son,  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  relative  to  any  abuse  in  the  said 
places  of  confinement,  or  matter  within  the  purview  of  their 
duties,  and  shall  cause  accurate  accounts  to  be  kept  by  the 
Clerk  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  in  said  Institution,  which 
accounts  shall  be  annually  examined  and  settled  by  the  Audi¬ 
tors  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia. 

Sect.  4.  The  Superintendent  shall  reside  in  the  Institution, 
and  not  absent  himself  for  a  nightVithout  the  consent  of  two 
of  the  Inspectors  in  writing ;  he  shall  visit  every  cell  and  apart- 
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ment,  and  see  every  person  confined  nnder  his  care,  at  least 
twice  in  every  week,  and  oftener  if  practicable ;  and  when 
visiting  the  department  of  the  females,  shall  he  attended  by 
the  Matron;  he  shall  keep  a  journal  in  which  shall  be  regu¬ 
larly  entered,  the  escape  of  any  person  confined  in  said  prison, 
and  also  the  complaints  that  are  made,  and  the  punishments 
that  are  inflicted  for  the  breach  of  Prison  discipline,  as  they 
occur,  the  visits  of  the  Visiting  Inspectors  and  Physician,  and 
all  other  occurrences  of  note  that  concern  the  state  of  the 
Prison.  The  Superintendent,  under  the  direction  and  advice  gerT^tsertyand 
of  the  Board  of  Inspectors,  shall  appoint  the  keepers  and  whom  appoint- 
necessary  servants,  and  dismiss  them  whenever  he  thinks ed' 
proper,  or  the  Inspectors  direct  him  to  do  so.  He  shall  not, 
nor  shall  the  Matron  or  any  Inspector  sell  any  article  to  or  for  geiiing^yartf- 
the  use  of  said  Prison,  or  be  concerned  in  any  contract  con-  ale.  for  use  of 
nected  with  such  sale,  or  derive  any  emolument  from  such 
sale  or  contract,  nor  shall  he  or  they,  or  either  of  them, 
receive  under  any  pretence  whatever,  from  any  person  con¬ 
fined  in  said  Prison,  or  any  one  else  on  his  behalf,  any  sum 
of  money,  emolument  or  reward  whatever,  or  any  article  of 
value,  as  a  gratuity  or  gift,  under  the  penalty  of  five  hundred 
dollars  fine,  to  be  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth 
by  an  action  of  debt,  in  any  court  of  record  thereof,  having 
jurisdiction  of  sums  of  that  amount.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Superintendent  to  take  charge  of,  and  keep  any  money  or  superintendent 
property  which  shall  be  found  on  the  persons  of  those  who  are  ta  take  charge 

1  r  a  a  m  Qj  property  oi 

brought  to  the  Prison  to  be  confined,  and  to  deliver  the  same  prisoner, 
to  the  said  individuals  when  discharged,  or  to  their  order. 

Sect.  5.  The  Matron  shall  reside  in  the  Institution,  and  not  Preside’  where 
absent  herself  for  a  night  without  the  consent  of  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  and  two  of  the  Inspectors,  in  writing.  She  shall  visit 
every  cell  and  apartment  occupied  by  the  females,  and  see  every 
female  prisoner  at  least  once  every  day,  and  keep  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  faithfully  informed  of  everything  of  importance  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  persons,  cells,  and  all  other  matters  under  her  care. 

She  shall  direct  the  labor  and  occupations  of  the  female 
prisoners,  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Superintendent, 
and  give  them  such  instruction  as  may  tend  to  their  reforma¬ 
tion  and  render  them  useful  members  of  society. 

Sect.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Keepers  to  inspect  the  Duties  of  the 
condition  of  the  persons  committed  to  their  care,  at  least  twice 
a  day,  and  oftener  if  practicable,  to  see  that  the  meals  are  regu¬ 
larly  delivered  according  to  the  Prison  allowance,  and  to  super¬ 
intend  the  work  of  such  as  are  employed.  They  shall  give 
immediate  notice  to  the  Superintendent  or  Physician,  whenever 
any  of  the  persons  so  confined  shall  complain  of  such  illness  as 
to  require  medical  aid.  Each  Keeper  shall  have  a  certain 
number  of  persons  so  confined,  assigned  to  his  care,  shall  make 
a  daily  report  to  the  Superintendent,  of  their  health,  and  con¬ 
duct,  and  shall  not  be  present  when  he  or  the  Inspectors  visit 
the  persons  confined  under  his  particular  care,  unless  thereto 
required  by  them.  The  Keepers  shall  obey  all  legal  orders 
given  by  the  Superintendent,  and  all  rules  established  by  the 
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Board  of  Inspectors,  for  the  government  of  the  Prison.  All 
orders  to  the  male  Keepers  must  be  given  through  or  by  the 
Superintendent,  and  to  the  female  Keepers  through  or  by  the 
Superintendent  or  Matron,  and  no  Keeper  shall  absent  himself 
from  Prison  during  the  hours  of  duty,  without  permission  from 
the  Superintendent,  and  if  discharged  for  any  offence  whatever, 
shall  never  again  be  employed  in  or  about  said  Institution.  No 
Penalty  and  Keeper  shall  receive  from  any  one  confined  in  the  Prison,  or 
forP1'receivingt  ^roin  any  one  his  behalf,  any  emolument  or  gift,  present  or 
emolument, gift,  reward  whatever,  or  the  promise  of  any,  either  for  services, 
6onersft°m  pU'  favors  or  supplies,  or  as  a  gratuity,  under  the  penalty  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  imprisonment  for  sixty  days  in  said 
Prison ;  and  when  any  violation  of  this  provision  shall  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Superintendent  or  Inspectors,  the  Keeper 
or  Keepers  so  offending  shall  be  immediately  discharged  from 
his  or  their  office,  a  majority  of  the  Inspectors  consenting 
thereto,  and  prosecuted  for  the  said  offence  according  to  law. 

Duties  of  rhy-  Sect.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Physician  to  visit  the 
Prison  daily;  visit  and  prescribe  for  all  who  are  sick,  and  at 
least  once  a  mouth  visit  every  convict  confined  in  said  Prison, 
and  report  monthly  in  writing  to  the  Inspectors  as  to  the  health 
of  the  convicts  in  the  Institution.  He  shall  attend  imme¬ 
diately,  on  notice  from  the  Superintendent,  that  any  person  is 
sick,  and  he  shall  examine  every  person  that  shall  be  brought 
into  the  Institution  as  a  convict,  as  to  the  state  of  his  or  her 
health,  and  shall  keep  a  journal,  in  which  he  shall  record  the 
name  of  all  convicts  as  they  come  in,  and  the  state  of  their 
health  ;  also  of  all  persons  confined  who  may  come  under  his 
care  for  medical  treatment,  together  with  such  remarks  as  he 
may  deem  important,  which  journal  shall  be  open  to  the  In¬ 
spectors  and  Superintendent  whenever  they  may  require  it. 
The  persons  confined,  when  under  the  care  of  the  Physician, 
shall  be  allowed  such  diet  as  he  shall  direct.  The  Inspectors 
shall  appropriate  as  many  cells,  together  with  the  Infirmary,  as 
they  may  deem  necessary,  for  the  special  occupation  of  the 
sick,  and  have  the  same  so  fitted  up  as  will  best  promote  the 
health,  convenience  and  comfort  of  the  inmates.  Whenever, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Physician,  any  prisoner  is  so  ill  as  to  re¬ 
quire  removal  from  the  ordinary  cells  to  those  thus  appro¬ 
priated,  the  Superintendent  shall  direct  such  removal,  and  the 
prisoner  shall  be  there  kept  until  the  Physician  shall  certify 
that  he  may  be  returned  to  his  former  cell  without  injury  to 
his  health  ;  should  the  Physician  have  reason  to  believe  that 
any  persons  confined  in  said  Institution,  is  materially  affected 
by  the  discipline,  treatment  or  diet,  he  shall,  if  he  thinks 
proper,  order  an  alteration  therein,  which  order  shall  be 
entered  on  his  journal,  and  a  copy  thereof  furnished  to  the 
Superintendent,  who  shall  carry  the  same  into  effect  until  the 
next  visit  of  the  Visiting  Inspectors,  who  shall  inquire  into  the 
case,  and  confirm  or  annul  said  order,  or  refer  the  same  to  the 
Board  of  Inspectors. 

Sect.  8.  No  person  shall  be  permitted  to  visit  the  said 
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Prison  excepting  the  official  visitors  hereinafter  specified,  or  0f  visiting  and 

i  o  ^  ^  a  '  communicati  n 

who  has  not  a  permission  in  writing  from  one  of  the  Inspectors.  with  prisoners. 
Provided  always,  nevertheless,  That  the  attorneys  at  law  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  visit  their  clients  confined  for  trial  as  now  provided 
by  law.  The  official  visitors  are  the  Governor,  the  Members 
of  the  Legislature,  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  the 
Attorney  General,  the  Deputies  for  the  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia,  the  President  and  Associate  Judges  of  the  District 
Court  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions,  and  the  Grand  Juries  of 
the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  of  the  County  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
acting  Committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  alleviating 
the  Miseries  of  Public  Prisons,  the  Majmr  and  Recorder  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia.  None  but  the  official  visitors  shall  have 
any  communication  with  the  convicts,  nor  shall  any  visitor 
whatever,  be  permitted  to  deliver  to,  or  receive  from  any  of  the 
convicts  or  other  person  confined,  any  letter  or  message  what¬ 
ever,  or  to  supply  them  with  any  articles,  (excepting  such 
letters  or  messages  to  or  from  persons  confined  for  trial  as  may 
be  first  submitted  or  communicated  to  the  Superintendent  or 
one  of  the  Inspectors,  and  approved  by  them  or  either  of  them,) 
under  the  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars  fine,  to  be  recovered 
as  hereinbefore  provided,  for  other  fines  imposed  by  this  act. 

Sect.  9.  On  the  reception  of  a  person  sentenced  to  separate  on  reception  of 
or  solitary  confinement  with  labor  in  said  Prison,  the  Physician,  prisoners,  ihy- 
if  present,  or  if  not,  at  his  next  visit,  shall  examine  the  state  ine'in  t0  eXcUn' 
of  his  or  her  health  ;  he  or  she  shall  be  stripped  of  their 
clothes,  bathed,  cleaned,  and  then  clothed  in  the  uniform  How  clothed, 
of  the  Institution  as  is  hereinafter  provided.  The  prisoner 
shall  then  be  examined  by  the  Clerk  and  Superintendent,  in  Bescription  of 
the  presence  of  as  many  of  the  Keepers  as  can  conveniently  entered1  in°  abe 
attend.  The  name,  height,  apparel  and  alleged  place  ofbook- 
nativity,  trade,  complexion,  color  of  hair  and  eyes,  and  length 
of  feet,  (to  be  accurately  measured)  shall  be  entered  in  a  book 
provided  for  that  purpose,  together  with  such  other  natural  and 
accidental  marks,  or  peculiarity  of  feature  or  appearance,  as 
may  serve  to  identify  the  person,  and  if  the  convict  can  write, 
his  or  her  signature  shall  be  written  under  the  description  of 
the  person.  All  the  effects  on  the  person  of  the  convict,  as  Effects  and 
well  as  the  clothing,  shall  be  taken  from  him  or  her,  and  re-  entJmf  in°  abe 
corded  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  especial  purpose,  and  pre-  took, 
served  under  the  care  of  the  Superintendent,  to  be  restored  to 
him  or  her  on  his  or  her  discharge.  If  the  convict  is  not  in  made  when 
such  ill  health  as  to  require  to  be  sent  to  the  cells  or  infirmary  charsed- 
for  the  sick,  he  or  she  shall  then  be  conducted  to  the  cell  where  confined, 
assigned  to  him  or  her,  numerically  designated,  by  which  he  or 
she  shall  thereafter  be  known,  during  his  or  her  confinement. 

The  uniform  of  the  male  convicts  shall  be  a  iacket  and  trowsers  Uniform  of 

P11  .  „  „  ,  •  J  -i  i  i  .1  male  convicts. 

ot  cloth  or  other  warm  stuff  tor  the  winter,  and  lighter  material 
for  the  summer;  the  form  and  color  to  be  determined  by  the 
Inspectors,  who  shall  also  fix  the  kind  of  dress  to  be  worn  by 
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the  female  convicts  in  summer  and  winter.  Two  changes  of 
linen  shall  be  furnished  to  each  convict  every  week  in  summer, 
and  one  in  winter.  No  convict  is  to  receive  anything  hut  the 
prison  allowance. 

propertyaondisf  Sect.  10.  When  a  convict  shall  he  discharged  hy  the  expira- 
charge.  tion  of  the  term  for  which  he  or  she  was  sentenced,  or  by 

pardon,  the  clothes  belonging  to  the  Institution  shall  he  taken 
off,  and  the  clothing  belonging  to  the  convict  restored,  together 
with  such  property,  if  any,  that  was  taken  from  him  or  her  at 
the  time  of  reception  into  the  Prison,  which  has  not  been  other¬ 
wise  legally  disposed  of;  if  he  or  she  shall  not  possess  suitable 
clothing,  the  Inspectors  shall  provide  them  with  what  may  in 
their  judgment  be  necessary.  The  Inspectors  and  Superin¬ 
tendent  may  furnish  the  discharged  convict  with  a  sum  of 
money  or  clothing  not  exceeding  five  dollars  in  amount, 
finedother  iTn  Sect.  11.  All  persons  confined  in  said  Prison  other  than 
convicts.  convicts,  shall  be  confined  in  the  cells  separate  and  apart  from 
each  other ;  the  females  to  «be  kept  in  a  different  apartment  or 
story  of  the  building  from  the  males,  and  apprentices  and  ser¬ 
vants  in  separate  cells,  and  apart  from  the  wing  or  story  in 
which  sentenced  prisoners  are  kept,  so  that  no  possible  inter¬ 
course  or  conversation  may  take  place  among  the  several  classes 
of  persons  so  confined,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Inspec¬ 
tors  to  provide  for  said  prisoners  suitable  provisions  and  bedding, 
and  when  necessary  for  their  comfort,  suitable  coarse  clothing, 
to  be  worn  while  in  the  cells  in  confinement,  and  to  adopt  such 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  preservation  of  cleanliness,  deco¬ 
rum  and  order,  in  the  cells,  among  the  persons  so  confined,  as 
may  be  necessary,  and  to  punish  any  who  offend  the  rules  and 
regulations  by  closer  confinement  and  deprivation  of  food  until 
obedience  is  enforced.  Provided  always ,  That  the  said  rules 
and  regulations  be  not  inconsistent  or  contrary  to  the  Consti- 
tion  of  this  Commonwealth  and  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  No 
pfying^)ri«m-P*  person  confined  in  said  Prison,  whether  for  trial,  or  otherwise, 
ers  with  ardent  sball  be  allowed  the  use  of  any  ardent  spirits,  except  by  direc- 
tution  of  the  Physician.  And  any  one  who  shall  supply  them 
with  it,  or  with  wine  or  any  spirituous  or  intoxicating  fermented 
liquor,  unless  by  order  of  the  Physician,  shall  be  fined  fifty 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  as  other  fines  are  by  this  law  made 
Prison^aUow-  recoverable,  and  if  an  officer,  be  dismissed.  No  person  confined 
lowed  unless  by  for  trial,  as  a  disorderly  apprentice  or  servant  or  vagrant,  shall 
permission.  receive  anything  but  prison  allowance,  unless  by  permission  of 
the  Visiting  Inspectors,  or  in  cases  where  the  health  of  the 
person  so  confined,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Physician,  requires  it. 
ders  to  be  drawn  Sect.  12.  For  any  deficiency  in  keeping,  furnishing  and 

on  treasurer  of  maintaining  said  Prison,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
county.  this  act,  the  Inspectors  are  authorized  to  apply  to  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  for  such  sum  or  sums  as 
may  be  necessary  or  required ;  if  it  shall  appear  reasonable, 
and  that  the  accounts  of  said  Inspectors  are  properly  kept  and 
adjusted,  the  Commissioners  of  the  said  County  shall  draw  an 
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order  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  for  such 
sum  or  sums  as  may  he  necessary  to  satisfy  such  demands. 

Sect.  13.  Every  person  who  shall,  after  the  completion  of 
said  Prison,  he  convicted  in  any  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction 
in  the  City  or  County  of  Philadelphia,  of  any  crime,  the  pun¬ 
ishment  of  which  would  he  imprisonment  in  the  Gaol  and 
Penitentiary  House  of  Philadelphia  for  a  period  of  time  under 
two  years,  shall  be  sentenced  by  the  proper  court  to  suffer  pun¬ 
ishment  in  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison,  by  separate  or 
solitary  confinement  at  hard  labor,  for  and  during  the  term  of 
their  sentence,  and  shall  be  fed,  clothed  and  treated  as  is  here¬ 
inbefore  provided  for  in  this  act. 

Sect.  14.  All  persons  who  may  be  convicted  according  to 
the  existing  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  before  the  Mayor, 
Recorder,  or  any  Alderman  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  or 
before  any  Alderman  or  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  as  a  vagrant  or  disorderly  person,  shall  be  sen¬ 
tenced  to  suffer  separate  or  solitary  confinement  at  hard  labor 
in  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison  for  the  term  of  one  month, 
and  be  fed,  clothed  and  treated  as  convicts  in  said  prison  are 
directed  to  be  fed,  clothed  and  treated.  Provided ,  That  the 
Inspectors  may  discharge  persons  committed  as  vagrants  and 
disorderly,  or  send  them  to  the  House  of '  Employment  of  the 
Alms  House,  there  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  act  passed  the  fifth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  entitled 
“  an  Act  for  the  Relief  and  Employment  of  the  Poor  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  the  District  of  Southwark,  and  the  Town¬ 
ship  of  the  Northern  Liberties.” 

Sect.  15.  So  soon  as  said  Prison  shall  be  completed  and 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  prisoners,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Inspectors  appointed  under  this  act,  to  cause  to  be  removed 
to  said  Prison,  all  persons  who  may  be  confined  in  the  Prison 
in  Arch  street  in  said  City,  excepting  debtors  and  witnesses ; 
and  the  said  Inspectors  are  hereby  authorized  to  call  upon  the 
Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  for  such  aid  as 
they  may  think  requisite  to  remove  said  prisoners,  and  thence¬ 
forth  all  persons,  who  by  the  existing  laws  of  this  Common¬ 
wealth  are  liable  to  be  confined  in  the  Arch  street  Prison,  shall 
be  respectively  sent  to  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison,  there  to 
be  kept  in  separate  or  solitary  confinement,  and  fed,  clothed  and 
treated  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the  rules 
and  regulations  to  be  made  by  the  Inspectors  in  conformity 
therewith. 

Sect.  16.  So  soon  as  the  said  Prison  shall  be  completed 
and  prepared  for  the  reception  of  convicts,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  Inspectors  to  remove,  or  cause  to  be  removed,  from 
the  Prison  in  Walnut  street  in  said  City,  all  criminals  who  may 
have  been  convicted  in  any  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction  in  the 
City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  for  a  term  under  two  years, 
and  may  remove  them  to  the  aforesaid  Philadelphia  County 
Prison,  there  to  be  kept  in  separate  or  solitary  confinement  at 
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labor,  fed,  clothed  and  treated  as  is  herein  provided  for  by  the 
act  in  relation  to  convicts,  for  the  remaining  period  of  their 
sentence,  and  until  duly  discharged. 

Sect.  17.  The  Commissioners  for  the  erection  of  a  Prison 
and  Debtor’s  Apartment  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  are 
May  borrow  in  hereby  authorized  to  borrow  any  sum  not  exceeding  seventy 
sumnot exceed-  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  tue  amount  already  authorized, 
ing  $70,000.  as  they  may  think  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  erecting 
and  furnishing  said  Prison  and  preparing  it  for  the  reception  of 
prisoners,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  “  an 
Act  to  authorize  a  loan  for  the  completion  of  the  new  Prison 
and  Debtors’  Apartment  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,”  passed 
the  sixth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-four. 

Sect.  18.  So  soon  as  the  prisoners  now  in  the  Walnut 
On  removal  of  street  and  Arch  street  Prisons  are  removed  to  the  Philadelphia 
orsStransferred.  County  Prison,  and  the  Eastern  State  Penitentiary,  as  provided 
in  the  act  .of  the  28th  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-eight,  and  by  this  act,  that  all  the  rights, 
powers  and  privileges  at  this  time  vested  in  and  exercised  by 
the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  House  of 
the  County  of  Philadelphia,  shall  be  transferred  to  and  vested 
in  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison, 
and  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  House 
of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  are  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  immediately  on  the  removal  of  the  said  prisoners,  to 
deliver  over  to  the  Inspectors  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison, 
all  moneys,  notes,  bonds,  books,  papers,  stock,  and  all  other 
property  then  in  their  possession,  which  shall  be  received  and 
properly  disposed  of  by  the  said  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the 
Philadelphia  County  Prison,  and  the  duties,  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  said  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Jail  and  Peniten¬ 
tiary  House  shall  forthwith  cease  and  determine. 

Sect.  19.  So  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  Assembly  of  this 
R®pea1'  Commonwealth  as  is  altered  or  supplied  by  this  act,  be  and  the 

same  is  hereby  repealed. 


Act  of  19tii  March,  1838. 


A  Supplement  to  an  Act  entitled  “  an  Act  authorizing  the  Governor  to 
incorporate  a  company  for  erecting  a  bridge  over  the  Schuylkill  river, 
at  Matson’s  Ford,  in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  passed  the  seventh 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  for 
other  purposes.” 


Repealed.  Sect.  4.  That  there  shall  be  kept  and  holden  in  the  City 

of  Philadelphia,  a  court  of  record,  to  be  composed  of  three 
Court  of  Crimi-  Judges,  learned  in  the  law,  one  Clerk,  and  such  other  officers 
nai  Sessions  for  as  belong  to  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  this  Common- 
countyof Phiia-  wealth,  the  name  and  style  whereof  shall  be,  the  Court  of 
deiphia.  Criminal  Sessions  for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia. 


The  said  court  shall  have  a  seal;  with  the  arms  of  the  Com-  seal, 
monwealth  engraved  thereon. 

Sect.  8.  The  said  court  so  constituted  shall  have  all  the  Repealed, 
powers  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  within  the  City  and  County 
of  Philadelphia,  which  is  now  exercised  by  the  Mayor’s  Court 
for  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  within  the  said  City  and  County, 
which  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  now  have  or  may  hereafter  Powers  f  the 
have  under  the  acts  relating  to  roads,  highways  and  bridges,  court, 
and  also  the  power  of  appointing  three  additional  Inspectors  of 
the  Philadelphia  County  Prison. 


Act  of  25th  February,  1840. 

An  Act  to  establish  a  Court  for  the  trial  of  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors 
in  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia. 

Sect.  4.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  court  erected  by  this  act 
shall  extend  over  the  whole  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia: 

It  shall  have  and  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  cognizance  Jurisdiction 
of  all  matters  of  which  the  Court  of  Criminal  Sessions  for  the  and  c0clnzacce 
City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  now  has  jurisdiction  and  cog¬ 
nizance  :  And  it  shall  also  have  and  exercise  exclusive  juris¬ 
diction  and  Cognizance  of  all  matters  of  which  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Philadelphia 
now  has  jurisdiction  and  cognizance,  excepting  the  powers, 
privileges  and  jurisdiction  CDnferred  upon  the  said  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  by  the  act  of  the  first  of  April,  eighteen  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-four,  entitled  “an  Act  to  provide  for  the  cor¬ 
poration  of  boroughs;”  and  also,  those  which  are  conferred 
upon  it  by  an  act  of  the  fifteenth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-four,  entitled  “  an  Act  relative  to  counties  and  town¬ 
ships,  and  county  and  township  officers;”  and  also,  all  those 
which  are  conferred  upon  it  by  the  several  acts  of  Assembly, 
relating  to  the  licensing  of  inns  and  taverns,  which  said  pow¬ 
ers,  privileges  and  jurisdictions  conferred  upon  the  said  court 
by  the  said  act  respectively,  are  not  extended  to  the  court  cre¬ 
ated  by  this  act,  but  shall  be  and  remain  as  exclusively  as 
heretofore,  in  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for 
the  County  of  Philadelphia. 
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Act  of  3d  February,  1843, 


Eepeal. 


Entitled  “  an  Act  to  abolish  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  other  purposes.” 

Sect.  1.  That  from  and  after  the  first  Monday  of  March 
next,  the  act  of  twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty,  entitled  u  an  Act  to  establish  a  court 
for  the  trial  of  crimes  and  misdemeanors  committed  in  the  City 
and  County  of  Philadelphia,”  is  hereby  repealed ;  and  from  and 
after  the  said  first  Monday  in  March,  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  shall  cease ) 
and  the  commissions  of  the  several  judges  of  said  court  shall 
Powers  of  then  expire  and  be  of  no  effect :  and  all  the  powers,  jurisdiction 
Sited  ^nSI<the  and  authority  given  said  court  by  said  act,  shall  be  vested  in 
Court  of  Oyer  the  'Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  General  Jail  Delivery,  and 
QutrtJreseslnt^,  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  the  City  and 
sions,  &c.  County  of  Philadelphia. 
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SUNDRY  ACTS  RELATING  TO  PRISONS. 


Act  of  1705. 

Sect.  1.  All  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  one  or  more 
sufficient  sureties,  to  be  taken  by  one  or  more  of  the  judges  or  banabienSCmerS 
justices  that  have  cognizance  of  the  fact,  unless  for  such  offences 
as  are  or  shall  be  made  felonies  of  death,  by  the  laws  of  this 
province.  And  at  least  every  half  year,  there  shall  be  a  gaol  Gao1  delivery- 
delivery  in  every  county  of  this  province,  where  imprisonment 
is  not  the  punishment.  And  gaolers  shall  not  oppress  their 
prisoners,  and  all  prisoners  shall  be  free  as  to  room,  and  all 
prisoners  shall  have  liberty  to  provide  themselves  with  bedding, 
food  and  other  necessaries,  during  their  imprisonment.  And 
the  public  allowance  shall  be  two-pence  per  day,  and  no  more. 

And  the  respective  prisons  shall  be  workhouses,  until  others 
are  provided,  for  felons,  thieves,  vagrants,  and  loose  and  idle 
persons,  whereof  one  shall  be  in  each  respective  county  of  this 
province.  And  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  obliged  to  answer 
to  any  indictment  or  presentment,  unless  the  prosecutor’s  name 
be  inserted  thereon.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  .  Damages  for 
imprisoned  or  prosecuted  without  probable  cause,  he,  she  or  ^ithou^cause. 
they  shall  have  double  damages  against  the  informer  or  prose¬ 
cutor,  to  be  recovered  by  an  action  at  common  law. 


Act  of  1729-30. 

Sect.  18.  And  for  the  more  speedy  punishing  gaolers, 
bailiffs,  and  others  employed  in  the  execution  of  process,  for 
extortions,  or  other  abuses  in  their  respective  offices  and  places, 

Be  it  enacted ,  That  upon  petition  of  any  prisoner  or  person 

being  or  having  been  under  arrest,  or  in  custody,  complaining 

of  any  exaction  or  extortion  by  any  gaoler,  bailiff  or  other  officer 

or  person,  employed  in  the  keeping  or  taking  care  of  any  gaol  Penalty  for 

or  prison  or  the  arresting  or  apprehending  of  any  person  or  g^^g°lcby 

persons,  by  virtue  of  any  process  or  warrant,  or  any  other  abuse  c 

whatsoever,  committed  or  done  in  their  respective  offices  or 

places,  unto  any  of  his  Majesty’s  courts  of  record,  within  this 

province,  from  whence  such  process  issued,  or  under  whose 

power  such  gaol  or  prison  is;  or  to  any  two  justices  of  such 

court,  in  the  time  of  vacation ;  or  to  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 

Court,  or  any  of  them,  in  their  respective  sessions  of  Oyer  and 
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Terminer,  or  general  gaol  delivery  ;  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  said  court,  justices  or  judges,  to  hear  and  determine  the 
same  in  a  summary  way,  and  to  make  such  order  thereupon, 
for  redressing  such  abuse,  and  punishing  of  such  officer  or  person 
complained  of,  and  making  reparation  to  the  party  or  parties 
injured,  as  they  shall  think  just,  together  with  the  full  costs  of 
such  complaint;  and  all  orders  and  determinations  which  shall 
be  made  by  the  said  courts,  or  of  the  said  justices  or  judges 
respectively,  in  such  summary  way  as  herein  prescribed,  shall 
have  the  same  effect,  force  and  virtue  to  all  intents  and  pur¬ 
poses,  as  any  other  orders  of  the  said  respective  courts;  and 
obedience  thereunto  may  be  enforced,  either  by  attachments 
ordered  by  the  said  respective  courts,  or  by  attachments  to  be 
issued  under  the  seal  of  the  said  courts,  by  direction  of  the 
justice  or  judge  making  such  order. 

Sect.  19.  No  gaoler  or  keeper  of  any  gaol,  or  any  sheriff  or 
under  sheriff,  having  the  care  or  keeping  of  any  gaol  or  prison 
within  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  shall  keep  or  suffer  to  be 
kept  any  taverns,  public  house  or  ale-house,  or  shall  utter  or 
sell  to  any  person  or  persons  under  arrest  or  in  prison,  any 
wine,  rum,  beer,  ale,  cider,  punch,  or  any  other  strong  liquors, 
other  than  what  shall  be  allowed  by  the  justices  as  aforesaid, 
for  a  day’s  diet  or  expenses,  by  such  order  to  be  made  as  afore¬ 
said,  on  pain  of  being  removed  from  his  or  their  office  or  offices 
of  sheriff,  under  sheriff,  or  gaoler,  upon  complaint  made,  to  be 
heard  and  determined  upon  petition,  in  a  summary  way  as 
aforesaid,  before  the  justices  in  the  respective  Courts  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  for  the  county  to  which  such  gaoler,  sheriff  or  under 
sheriff,  having  the  keeping  of  any  gaol  does  belong. 


Act  of  5th  December,  1789. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  custody  of  prisoners  committed  under  the 

authority  of  the  United  States. 

Sect.  2.  All  sheriffs,  gaolers,  prison  keepers,  and  their  and 
each  of  their  deputies,  within  this  Commonwealth,  to  whom  any 
person  or  persons  shall  be  sent  or  committed  by  virtue  of  legal 
process  issued  by,  or  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  to  receive  such  prisoners 
into  custody,  and  to  keep  the  same  safely  until  they  shall  be 
discharged  by  due  course  of  law;  and  all  such  sheriffs,  gaolers, 
prison  keepers,  and  their  deputies,  offending  in  the  premises, 
shall  be  liable  to  the  same  pains  and  penalties,  and  the  parties 
aggrieved  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  remedies  against  them, 
or  any  of  them,  as  if  such  prisoners  had  been  committed  to 
their  custody,  by  virtue  of  legal  process  issued  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  this  state. 
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Act  of  5th  April,  1790. 


An  Act  to  reform  the  Penal  Laws  of  this  State. 

Sect.  18.  In  order  to  encourage  industry,  as  an  evidence  of  Convicts  ma 
reformation,  separate  accounts  shall  be  open  in  the  said  books  do  oyer-work, 
for  all  convicts  sentenced  to  hard  labour  for  six  months  and 
upwards,  in  which  such  convicts  shall  be  charged  with  the 
expenses  of  clothing  and  subsistence,  and  such  proportionable 
part  of  the  expenses  of  the  raw  materials  upon  which  they  shall 
be  employed,  as  the  inspectors  at  their  quarterly  or  other  meet¬ 
ings  shall  think  just,  and  shall  be  credited  with  the  sum  or 
sums  from  time  to  time  received  by  reason  of  their  labour,  and 
if  the  same  shall  be  found  to  exceed  the  said  expenses,  one-half 
of  the  said  excess  shall  be  laid  out  in  decent  raiment  for  such 
convicts  at  their  discharge,  or  otherwise  applied  for  their  use 
and  benefit,  as  the  said  inspectors  shall  upon  such  occasions 
direct;  and  if  such  offender  at  the  end  or  other  determination 
of  his  term  of  confinement,  shall  labour  under  any  acute  or 
dangerous  distemper,  he  shall  not  be  discharged,  unless  at  his 
own  request,  until  he  can  be  safely  discharged. 

Sect.  21.  The  keeper  of  the  said  gaol  shall  have  power  to  Keepers  may 
punish  all  such  prisoners,  guilty  of  assaults  within  the  said  eru3msh  pn50n' 
gaol,  when  no  dangerous  wound  or  bruise  is  given,  profane 
cursing  and  swearing,  or  indecent  behaviour,  idleness  or  negli¬ 
gence  in  work,  or  wilful  mismanagement  of  it,  or  of  disobedi¬ 
ence  to  the  orders  and  regulations  hereinafter  directed  to  be 
made,  by  confining  such  offenders  in  the  dark  cells  or  dungeons 
of  the  said  gaol,  and  by  keeping  them  upon  bread  and  water 
only,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  two  days;  and  if  any  such 
prisoner  shall  be  guilty  of  any  offence  within  the  said  gaol, 
which  the  said  keeper  is  not  hereby  authorized  to  punish,  or 
for  which  he  shall  think  the  said  punishment  is  not  sufficient, 
by  reason  of  the  enormity  of  the  offence,  he  shall  report  the 
same  to  two  of  the  said  inspectors. 

Sect.  31.  The  said  keepers  of  any  of  the  gaols  and  houses 
of  correction,  within  this  commonwealth,  their  deputies  and 
assistants,  in  case  any  of  the  said  offenders  shall  escape  from 
confinement  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  said  keep¬ 
ers,  deputies  or  assistants,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  Penalty  for 
pounds,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  manner  aforesaid :  ^peofpri8on' 
Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed 
or  taken  to  extend  to  escapes  voluntarily  suffered  by  any  such 
keepers  of  the  said  gaols  or  work  houses. 

Sect.  32.  If  any  such  offender  sentenced  to  hard  labor  shall 
escape,  he  or  she  shall  on  conviction  thereof,  suffer  such  addi-  Prisoners  es- 
tional  confinement  at  hard  labor,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  punished!  ** 
this  act,  and  shall  also  suffer  such  additional  corporal  punish¬ 
ment,  not  extending  to  life  or  limb,  as  the  court,  in  which  such 
offender  shall  have  been  convicted,  shall  adjudge  and  direct. 


18 


Inspectors’  to 
inspect  Debtors’ 
Apartment. 


And  provide 
fuel,  &c. 


Daily  allowance. 


By  whom  paid. 


If  not  paid  in 
ten  days,  debtor 
discharged. 


Act  of  4th  April,  1792.  3  Dallas,  p.  237.  3 

Smith,  p.  78. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  and  support  of  poor  confined  Debtors. 

Whereas,  many  persons  confined  for  debt  in  the  prison  called 
the  debtors’  apartment,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  are  so  poor 
as  to  be  unable  to  procure  food  for  their  subsistence,  or  fuel  or 
covering  in  the  winter  season,  and  it  is  inconsistent  with  hu¬ 
manity  to  suffer  them  to  want  the  common  necessaries  of  life ; 
Be  it  enacted ,  That 

Sect.  1.  The  inspectors  appointed  and  to  be  appointed  for 
the  regulating  and  inspecting  the  common  gaol  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  shall  likewise  be  inspectors  of  the  debtors'  apart¬ 
ment,  and  shall  attend  at  the  said  debtors’  apartment  at  least 
once  a  week,  and  shall  examine  into  and  inspect  into  the  man¬ 
agement  thereof,  and  the  conduct  of  the  keeper  and  his  depu¬ 
ties,  and  shall  make  such  orders  and  regulations  with  regard  to 
the  well  ordering  and  cleanliness  of  the  said  apartment,  as  shall 
be  approved  of  by  the  Mayor  of  the  said  city,  and  the  President 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 
[/Is  to  the  power  of  the  Mayor ,  &c.}  reported  and  exclusively 
vested  in  Inspectors ,  April  4,  1799.] 

Sect.  2.  It  shall  be  part  of  the  duty  of  the  said  inspectors 
to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  several  persons  confined  in 
the  said  debtors’  apartment,  with  regard  to  their  want  of  the 
common  necessaries  of  life,  and  to  provide  fuel  and  blankets  for 
such  of  them  as  are  incapable  of  obtaining  them,  by  reason  of 
his  or  her  poverty ;  the  charges  of  such  provision  for  the  said 
debtors,  respectively,  to  be  paid  by  the  county  treasurer  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia  county,  out  of  the  county  stock,  under  orders  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  said  county,  who  are  hereby  directed  to 
draw  such  orders,  from  time  to  time,  on  certificates  from  the 
said  inspectors,  allowed  by  the  Mayor  of  the  said  city  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  president  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  county;  and  the  said  inspectors  shall  make  an  allowance 
of  seven  cents  per  day  for  food  to  each  of  such  poor  debtors  as 
is  incapable  of  supporting  him  or  herself,  the  said  latter  allow¬ 
ance  to  be  paid  weekly  by  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  at  whose 
suit  or  suits  such  debtor  is  confined ;  and  the  neglect  or  refusal 
of  payment  of  such  allowance,  by  or  on  behalf  of  such  plaintiff 
or  plaintiffs,  on  every  Monday,  after  ten  days’  notice  hath  been 
given  of  such  allowance,  by  the  inspectors,  to  the  said  plaintiff 
or  plaintiffs,  or  his,  her  or  their  attorney,  or  agent  or  agents, 
shall  operate  as  a  discharge  from  confinement  of  such  poor 
debtor.  [See  Insolvent  Act  of%Qth  of  March }  1814.  See  also 
8  Yeates ,  442. 
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Act  of  18th  April,  1795.  3  Dallas,  p.  772.  3 

Smith,  p.  246. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  Act  entitled  “an  Act  to  reform  the 
Penal  Laws  of  this  State,”  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Sect.  4.  All  the  power  and  authority  vested  by  the  twenty-  powers  vested 
second  section  of  the  said  act  in  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  jus-  ^^cistd  by 
tices,  or  in  the  said  mayor,  shall  he  exercised  exclusively  by  the  inspectors, 
said  inspectors.  [  This  act  made  perpetual  April  4,  1799.] 


Act  of  10th  April,  1799.  4  Dallas,  p.  454.  3 

Smith,  p.  379. 

An  Act  vesting  certain  powers  in  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Sect.  2.  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  judges  of  the  judges  of  su- 
Supreme  Court,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  direct  and  cause  the  to 

sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  to  remove  from  remove  prison- 
any  pestilential  danger,  the  prisoners  who  may  be  confined  in  ers> 
the  gaol  of  the  said  city  and  county,  to  such  place  of  safety  as 
they  may  think  proper :  Provided ,  That  nothing  herein  con¬ 
tained  shall  authorize  a  removal  of  any  prisoners  confined  by 
virtue  of  criminal  process,  without  an  application  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  from  a  majority  of  the  inspectors  of  the  gaol  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia. 


Act  of  4th  April,  1807.  4  Smith,  p.  394. 

A  further  Supplement  to  the  Penal  Laws  of  this  State. 

Sect.  4.  If  any  gaoler  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  notice, 
or  furnish  a  complete  calendar  or  list  of  all  persons  committed 
under  sentence  of  servitude,  to  the  commissioners  of  the  proper 
county,  as  is  directed  by  the  30th  section  of  the  act  (of  5th 
April,  1790,)  if  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  shall  have  or-  Penalty  for 

dered  the  gaoler  so  to  do,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  furnisha 
neglect  or  refusal,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  if  the  calendar  of  per- 
said  commissioners  of  any  county  after  the  receipt  of  such  notice  60ns  committed- 
or  calendar,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  procure  sufficient  articles 
and  materials  of  labor  and  manufacture,  or  otherwise  neglect 
the  duties  enjoined  upon  them  by  the  said  thirtieth  section, 
commissioners  or  any  of  them  so  neglecting  or  refusing,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  every  such 
neglect  or  refusal :  and  if  by  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
of  any  county,  to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  it  shall  appear 
that  there  is  not  sufficient  room  or  conveniences  in  or  about  the 
common  gaol  of  any  county,  for  the  employment  and  punish- 
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Commissioners 
to  erect  addi¬ 
tional  buildings 
■when  necessary. 


Penalty  for 
gaoler  selling 
liquor  to  prison¬ 


ers. 


Penalty  for 
suffering  prison¬ 
er  to  escape. 


How  recover¬ 
able. 


ment  of  the  convicts,  as  is  directed  by  the  said  section,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  such  commissioners,  with  the  consent  and  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  court  and  grand  jury  of  the  proper  county,  to 
cause  to  be  erected  such  additional  buildings  as  may  be  neces¬ 
sary  for  that  purpose,  and  if  need  be,  to  purchase  ground  pro¬ 
per  and  convenient  for  the  erection  of  such  additional  buildings 
at  the  expense  of  the  proper  county. 

Sect.  5.  If  any  gaoler  shall  sell  or  suffer  to  be  sold  to  the 
prisoners,  or  any  other  persons,  any  spirituous  liquors,  or  shall 
suffer  any  spirituous  liquors,  under  any  pretence  whatever, 
except  in  cases  of  sickness,  to  be  given  to  any  of  the  said  pri¬ 
soners  in  any  quantity  or  measure,  such  gaoler  so  offending, 
upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars,  for  every  such  offence,  and  shall  be  moreover  removed 
from  being  the  keeper  of  such  gaol  or  prison,  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  court  of  the  proper  county,  to  examine  into  the 
conduct  of  the  gaoler  in  this  respect  at  each  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions,  and  if  necessary,  to  send  for  and  examine  witnesses  in 
this  behalf. 

Sect.  6.  If  any  gaoler  shall  be  convicted  of  having  by  his 
negligence  suffered  any  prisoner  committed  to  his  custody  to 
escape,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars. 

Sect.  7.  All  penalties  inflicted  by  this  act,  shall  be  reco¬ 
vered  upon  conviction  for  the  offence,  in  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  proper  county,  by  indictment  or  information. 


Act  of  23d  February,  1809.  5  Smith,  p.  11. 

An  Act  giving  additional  powers  to  and  changing  the  mode  of  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Sect.  1.  The  inspectors  of  the  prison  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  in  addition  to  the  powers  they  already  possess, 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  in  the  name  of  the  president, 
to  sue  for  and  recover  possession,  by  action  of  ejectment  or 
inspectors  to  otherwise,  of  the  vacant  lots,  the  property  of  the  commonwealth, 
recover  vacant  -n  ^  c*^  Philadelphia,  unimproved  by  the  state,  or  any  of 

them,  which  were  by  an  Act  of  Assembly,  passed  the  second 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  directed 
to  be  sold  by  the  inspectors  aforesaid,  and  also  in  such  name  to 
sue  for,  and  recover  such  debts  as  are  now  due,  or  may  hereafter 
thePrisom3  due  become  due  to  the  prison  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
as  fully  and  effectually  as  any  body  corporate  may  or  can  do, 
and  no  suit  so  brought  shall  be  discontinued  or  abated  by  any 
change  of  the  said  persons  by  the  appointment  of  others  in 
their  stead,  but  the  same  shall  continue  and  proceed  to  the  final 
issue. 
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Act  of  3d  March,  1814.  6  Smith,  p.  118. 

A  Supplement  to  the  Act  entitled  ‘  ‘  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  custody 

of  prisoners  committed  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Section  1.  All  sheriffs,  gaolers,  prison  keepers,  and  their  sheriff,  &c.,  to 
and  each  and  every  of  their  deputies  within  this  commonwealth,  ers  or war.ns011 
to  whom  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  sent  or  committed  by 
any  order  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  as  host¬ 
ages  or  prisoners  of  war,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined 
and  recpiired  to  receive  such  person  or  persons  into  custody, 
and  to  keep  them  safely  until  they  shall  be  discharged  by  order 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  all  such  sheriffs, 
gaolers,  prison  keepers,  and  their  deputies  offending  in  the 
premises  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  pains  and  penalties,  and  Penalties 
the  parties  aggrieved  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  remedies 
against  them  or  any  of  them,  as  if  such  prisoners  had  been 
committed  to  their  custody  by  virtue  of  legal  proceedings  issued 
under  the  authority  of  this  State. 

Sect.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriffs,  gaolers,  prison 
keepers  and  their  deputies,  and  each  and  every  of  them,  to  suffer 
and  permit  the  Marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of ,  e.  s.  Marshal 

j  i  •  i  i  j  ii  to  visit  prison- 

Pennsyl vania,  and  his  legal  deputies,  to  visit  all  persons  con-  ers. 
fined  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  at  all  reasonable  hours 
and  times,  and  to  have  the  general  superintendence  of  all  per¬ 
sons  committed  as  aforesaid. 


Act  of  21st  January,  1824.  Pamph.  p.  8. 


A  Supplement  to  the  Act  entitled  “  An  Act  giving  additional  powers  to, 
and  changing  the  mode  of  appointment  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Prison  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  other  purposes,”  passed  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Section  1.  All  vacancies  which  shall  occur  in  the  Board  of  Repealed  by 
Inspectors  of  the  Prison  for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadel-  Act^cMFebruary 
phia,  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  in  the  '  yacancieS  in 
following  manner,  to  wit:  The  President  of  the  Board  of Board of InsPec- 

t  ,  n  , i  •  i  ta  •  i  in  tors,  how  filled. 

Inspectors  ot  the  said  Prison,  when  any  vacancy  shall  occur  as 
aforesaid,  shall  give  notice,  in  writing,  to  the  presiding  officer 
or  officers  of  the  corporate  body  or  Board,  by  which  the  person 
or  persons  whose  place  or  places  has  or  have  been  vacated,  as 
aforesaid,  was  or  were  elected;  recjuiring  the  said  corporate  body 
or  Board  to  supply  the  vacancy  or  vacancies  aforesaid,  within 
ten  days  after  such  notice  given,  by  the  choice  of  one  or  more 
persons  duly  qualified  by  law,  to  be  Inspectors  for  the  Prison  of 
the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  which  person  or  persons, 
so  chosen  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
subject  to  the  like  duties,  as  the  other  inspectors  are  by  the 
several  acts  of  this  commonwealth. 
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Act  of  10th  April,  1834.  Pamph.  p.  234. 


An  Act  abolishing  Public  Executions. 


Executions  to 
take  place  in  jail 
yards. 


Duty  of  Sheriff 
or  Coroner. 


No  minor  to  be 
present. 

Sheriff  to  make 
oath. 


Section  1.  "Whenever  hereafter  any  person  shall  he  con¬ 
demned  to  suffer  death  by  hanging  for  any  crime  of  which  he 
or  she  shall  have  been  convicted,  the  said  punishment  shall  be 
inflicted  on  him  or  her  within  the  walls  or  yard  of  the  jail  of 
the  county  in  which  he  or  she  shall  have  been  convicted ;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  or  coroner  of  the  said  county 
to  attend  and  be  present  at  such  execution,  to  which  he  shall 
invite  the  presence  of  a  physician,  attorney  general  or  deputy 
attorney  general  of  the  county,  and  twelve  reputable  citizens, 
who  shall  be  selected  by  the  Sheriff ;  and  the  said  Sheriff  shall, 
at  the  request  of  the  criminal,  permit  such  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  not  exceeding  two,  as  he  or  she  may  name,  and  any 
of  his  or  her  immediate  relatives,  to  attend  and  be  present  at 
such  execution,  together  with  such  officers  of  the  Prison  and  such  of 
the  Sheriff’s  deputies  as  the  said  Sheriff  or  Coroner  in  his  dis¬ 
cretion  may  think  it  expedient  to  have  present,  and  it  shall  be 
only  permitted  to  the  persons  above  designated,  to  witness  the 
said  execution  :  Provided ,  That  no  person  under  age  shall  be 
permitted  on  any  account  to  witness  the  same. 

Sect.  2.  After  the  execution,  the  said  Sheriff  or  Coroner 
shall  make  oath  or  affirmation  in  writing,  that  he  proceeded  to 
execute  the  said  criminal  within  the  walls  or  yard  aforesaid,  at 
the  time  designated  by  the  death-warrant  of  the  Governor,  and 
the  same  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer  of  the  aforsaid  county,  and  a  copy  thereof 
published  in  two  or  more  newspapers,  one  at  least  of  which 
shall  be  printed  in  the  county  where  the  execution  took  place. 


Act  of  22d  March,  1836.  Pamph.  p.  173. 

G.  E.  M. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  to  the  Eastern  and  Western  Peniten¬ 
tiaries,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Commissioners  Section  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  for 
auj^erec^  vag- the  erection  of  a  new  prison  and  a  debtors’  apartment  within 
rant  departm’t.  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  to  select  and  purchase  a 
suitable  site  in  the  City  or  County  of  Philadelphia,  the  title  of 
which  shall  be  vested  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  said  county, 
and  erect  thereon  a  building  to  be  called  the  vagrant  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  )  and  the  expense 
of  erecting  the  same  shall  be  provided  for  and  defrayed  by  the 
County  Commissioners  of  said  County,  on  warrants  drawn  on 
them  by  the  Commissioners  for  building  said  prison )  and  the 
County  Com- ga-q  Qounty  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  and  required 
raise  the  money,  to  raise  the  money  necessary  therefor,  in  any  mode  or  manner 
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in  which  money  for  the  ordinary  purposes  and  expenses  of  said 
county  may  by  law  be  raised  or  obtained. 

Sect.  6.  That  all  persons  who  may  be  convicted,  according 
to  the  existing  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  before  the  Mayor, 

JEiecorder,  or  any  Alderman  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  or 
before  any  Alderman  or  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  County  of 
Philadelphia,  as  a  vagrant  or  disorderly  person,  shall  be  sen¬ 
tenced  to  suffer  confinement  at  suitable  employment,  in  the 
vagrant  department  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  Vagrants  to  be 
for  the  time  of  one  month,  and  be  fed,  clothed  and  treated  as  Sn^as^coii 
convicts  in  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison  are  directed  to  be  ™ts. 
fed,  clothed  and  treated. 

Sect.  7.  That  so  soon  as  the  vagrant  department  is  finished, 
furnished  and  prepared  for  the  reception  of  vagrants,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Inspectors  appointed  under  the  act  entitled  Duty  of  inspee- 
a  A  Supplement  to  the  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  Prison  and  a  Debtors’  Apartment  within  the 
City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  County 
Prison  in  Walnut  street  in  said  city,”  passed  the  fourteenth  day 
of  April,  Anno  Domini  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  to  take 
charge  of  the  same,  and  to  adopt  such  rules  and  regulations, 
and  appoint  such  officers  and  keepers  as  they  may  deem  neces¬ 
sary. 

Sect.  9.  That  after  the  new  County  Prison  and  Debtors’ 

Apartment,  and  the  Vagrant  Apartment,  for  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia,  have  been  completed,  and  fhe  Inspec¬ 
tors  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison  have  taken  possession 
of  the  same,  and  the  Arch  street  Prison  has  been  disposed  of, 
and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  together  with  the  proceeds  arising 
from  the  sale  of  the  Walnut  street  Prison,  and  Prune  street 
Apartment,  has  been  applied  to  the  extinguishment  of  the 
certificate  of  loans  issued  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  erection  When  the  Com- 
of  a  new  County  Prison  and  a  Debtors’  Apartment,  so  far  as 
the  same  can  be  extinguished,  the  balance  of  the  said  sales  shall  hare  per- 
shall  then  be  paid  into  the  County  Treasury,  by  the  said  Com-  duties?  thence 
missioners  ;  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  deliver  their  Tho!e  matter  to 
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books  and  vouchers  to  the  Commissioners  of  Philadelphia  County  Com- 
County,  who  are  hereby  required  to  take  charge  of  the  same, 
to  issue  their  certificate  of  stock,  make  transfers,  and  pay  prin¬ 
cipal  and  interest  on  loans,  as  they  become  due ;  and  from  that 
period  the  duties  required  to  be  performed  by  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  for  the  erection  of  a  new  County  Prison  and  Debtors’ 

Apartment,  as  relates  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the 
loans,  and  to  the  transfer  of  the  same,  shall  devolve  on  the 
Commissioners  of  Philadelphia  County,  and  that  the  duties  of 
the  Commissioners  for  the  erection  of  the  said  Prison  and 
Debtors  Apartment,  shall  cease  and  determine  :  Provided ,  That 
in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Prison  and  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  the  Auditor  shall  attend  at 
the  Prison  and  Alms  House  respectively,  and  no  book  or  papers 
shall  be  taken  from  said  institutions :  Provided,  The  foregoing 
provisions  in  relation  to  a  vagrant  apartment,  shall  be  first 
approved  by  the  County  Board. 
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Act  of  16th  June,  1836.  Pampli.  p.  740. 


When  relief 
may  be  given  to 
persons  sen¬ 
tenced  by  a 
Criminal  Court. 


Person  con¬ 
fined  for  a  debt 
not  exceeding 
$15  to  be  dis¬ 
charged  after  30 
days. 


Proviso. 


An  Act  relating  to  Insolvent  Debtors. 

Section  47.  The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  any  county  in 
which  any  person  may  be  confined  by  sentence  or  order  of  any 
Court  of  this  commonwealth,  until  lie  restore  any  stolen  goods 
or  chattels,  or  pay  the  value  thereof,  or  in  which  any  person 
may  he  confined  for  non-payment  of  any  fine,  or  of  the  costs  of 
prosecution,  or  upon  conviction  of  fornication  or  bastardy,  and 
for  no  other  cause,  shall  have  power  to  discharge  such  person 
from  such  confinement,  on  his  making  application  and  conform¬ 
ing  to  the  provisions  hereinbefore  directed  in  the  case  of  Insol¬ 
vent  Debtors  :  Provided ,  That  where  such  persons  shall  have 
been  sentenced  to  the  payment  of  a  fine,  or  after  a  conviction 
of  fornication  and  bastardy,  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  make 
such  application  until  after  he  shall  have  been  in  actual  confine¬ 
ment,  in  pursuance  of  such  sentence,  for  a  period  not  less  than 
three  months. 

Sect.  48.  Every  person  who  shall  be  confined  in  any  jail  of 
this  commonwealth,  in  execution  or  otherwise,  for  any  debt, 
sum  of  money,  fine  or  forfeiture,  not  exceeding  in  amount  the 
sum  of  fifteen  dollars,  exclusive  of  costs,  and  who  shall  have 
remained  so  confined  for  the  space  of  thirty  days,  shall  be  dis¬ 
charged  from  such  confinement,  if  there  be  no  other  cause  of 
confinement,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  imprisonment  again  for 
the  same  cause :  Provided ,  That  the  estate  and  effects  of  such, 
shall,  notwithstanding  such  discharge,  be  liable  for  such  debt, 
or  other  cause  of  imprisonment,  in  like  manner  as  before. 


Act  of  8th  February,  1842.  Pampli.  p.  12. 


A  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  “  An  Act  relating  to  the  Prison  of  the 
County  of  Chester,”  approved  February  first,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  relative  to  the  Dauphin  County  Prison. 

Courts  may  Sect  11.  Every  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  convicted  in 
er^tcTpeniten-  any  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  in  the  city  or  county  of 
prison°r  at UdiJ  Philadelphia  °f  any  crime,  the  punishment  of  which  would  now 
cretion.  be  imprisonment  in  the  State  Penitentiary,  may  be  sentenced 

by  the  proper  court  to  suffer  imprisonment  by  separate  or  soli¬ 
tary  confinement  at  labor,  either  in  the  State  Penitentiary  or  in 
the  Philadelphia  County  Prison,  at  the  discretion  of  the  courts, 
excepting  in  cases  of  murder  in  the  second  degree  and  man¬ 
slaughter. 
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Act  of  14th  April,  1845.  Pampli.  p.  440. 

G.  E.  M. 


An  Act  to  establish  an  Asylum  for  the  Insane  Poor  of  this  Common¬ 
wealth,  to  be  called  “The  Pennsylvania  State  Lunatic  Hospital  and 
Union  Asylum  for  the  Insane.” 

Sect.  10.  The  courts  of  this  commonwealth  shall  have  power  Insane  crimi_ 
to  commit  to  said  asylum  any  nerson  who,  having  been  charged  nais  to  becom- 
with  an  offence  punishable  by  imprisonment  or  death,  who  shall  Lunati^Ho^pJ 
have  been  found  to  have  been  insane,  in  the  manner  now  pro- tal- 
vided  by  law,  at  the  time  the  offence  was  committed,  and  who 
still  continues  insane ;  and  the  expenses  of  said  persons,  if  in 
indigent  circumstances,  shall  be  paid  by  the  county  to  which 
he  or  she  may  belong  by  residence. 


Act  of  27th  February,  1847. 

An  Act  requiring  the  Inspectors  of  prisons,  sheriffs,  prothonotaries  and 
clerks  of  Criminal  Courts  and  others,  to  make  annual  returns  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Whereas,  It  is  desirable  to  obtain  accurate  information  rela-  Preamble, 
tive  to  the  condition  and  expenses  of  the  penitentiaries  and 
prisons  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  costs  of  supporting  the 
Criminal  Courts  thereof :  therefore 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re¬ 
presentatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General 
Assembly  met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same ,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspectors,  sheriffs,  or  «heriTf^sp|cctorto 
other  persons  having  charge  of  any  penitentiary  or  jail  within  transmit  to  Sec- 
this  Commonwealth,  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  thereof,  on  or  monweaithC°wa- 
before  the  1st  day  of  February  in  each  and  every  year,  a  full  nuai  statement 
statement  in  detail,  of  the  condition  of  such  penitentiary  or  of  penitentiary 
jail,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  the  pre-  and  Jail- 
vious  December,  showing  the  number  of  prisoners  committed 
to  such  penitentiary  or  jail  during  the  year,  distinguishing  the 
convicts,  the  prisoners  for  trial,  witnesses  and  other  persons 
committed,  and  the  offences  of,  or  with  which  they  have  been 
convicted  or  charged,  and  other  causes  of  commitment  ;  and  the 
sex  and  color  of  the  persons  in  every  class  so  distinguished, 
and  how  many  were  insane  at  the  time  of  their  commitment ; 
and  further  in  relation  to  convicts,  distinguishing  persons  sen¬ 
tenced  to  separate  labor  from  persons  otherwise  sentenced,  and 
of  each  class  of  persons  sentenced,  showing  the  age,  the  place 
of  nativity  and  of  conviction,  and  the  term  of  sentence,  and 
whether  they  have  been  previously  convicted,  and  how  often, 
and  where  imprisoned;  whether  they  could  read  or  write,  or 
had  learned  a  trade  at  time  of  commitment ;  whether  they  had 
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been  apprenticed  and  served  out  tbe  full  term  of  their  appren¬ 
ticeship  ;  whether  married  or  single ;  and  such  statement  shall 
further  show  the  length  of  imprisonment  of  witnesses,  the  ave¬ 
rage  imprisonment  of  all  other  persons  than  witnesses  and  per¬ 
sons  sentenced ;  and  how  many  of  such  other  persons,  received 
during  the  year,  were  returned  to  court,  and  how  many  of  them 
were  discharged,  and  in  what  manner  discharged ;  distinguish¬ 
ing  the  prisoners  for  trial,  persons  committed  as  vagrants,  as 
disorderly  persons,  for  breach  of  the  peace,  and  others,  and  of 
the  whole  number  of  prisoners  in  such  penitentiary  or  jail 
during  the  year  ;  how  many  were  discharged  by  expiration  of 
sentence,  by  pardon  or  otherwise;  how  many  escaped;  how 
many  died,  the  cases  of  sickness  and  the  nature  thereof ;  how 
the  prisoners  are  classified,  their  different  trades  and  occupa¬ 
tions,  if  any,  while  in  such  penitentiary  or  jail;  whether  an 
opportunity  is  afforded  to  the  prisoners  for  doing  over-work,  or 
for  receiving  in  any  other  manner  the  profits  of  their  labor; 
whether  any,  and  what  provision  is  made  to  furnish  such  priso¬ 
ners  as  need  it,  with  clothing  or  pecuniary  aid  on  their  dis¬ 
charge  ;  whether  a  physician  is  regularly  employed  to  attend 
the  sick ;  what  provision  is  made  for  the  instruction  of  prison¬ 
ers  in  such  penitentiary  or  jail,  at  the  end  of  the  year  distin¬ 
guishing  sex  and  color  in  each  class ;  the  receipts  of  the  prison 
and  the  sources  from  which  derived ;  the  amount  of  expendi¬ 
ture,  arranged  under  general  heads,  and  so  as  to  show  the  cost 
per  diem  of  each  prisoner ;  the  personal  property  belonging  to 
such  penitentiary  and  jail,  and  the  cash  value  thereof,  together 
with  any  information  which  the  said  inspectors,  sheriffs  or  other 
persons  having  charge  of  said  penitentiaries  or  jails,  may  deem 
useful. 

Act  of  1852. 

No  Alderman  or  practising  attorney  of  the  city  or  county  of 
Philadelphia  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  an  inspector  of  the 
County  Prison. 


Act  of  2d  April,  1853. 


Commissioners 
of  Philadelphia 
Co.  to  erect  hos¬ 
pital. 


Proviso. 


Sect.  12.  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  erect  and 
build  a  hospital  for  the  sick  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison, 
on  the  vacant  ground  lying  between  the  debtors’  apartment  and 
the  said  Prison.  Provided ,  The  cost  thereof  shall  not  exceed 
five  thousand  dollars,  the  sum  to  be  paid  from  any  moneys  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.  Provided  further , 
That  the  construction  of  said  hospital  shall  be  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  County  Prison. 
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Act  of  5th  Mat,  1854. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  completion  of  the  Hospital  attached  to  the 

Philadelphia  County  Prison. 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania ,  in  General 
Assembly  met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 
same ,  That  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Philadelphia  County  Prison  to  complete  and  furnish  the  build¬ 
ing  erected  for  a  hospital  for  the  sick  of  said  prison,  as  autho¬ 
rized  by  the  twelfth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  “  An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Yellow  Springs  Improvement  Company,  and  for 
other  purposes,”  approved  the  second  day  of  April,  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  the  County  Commissioners, 
with  the  consent  and  approval  of  the  County  Board,  are  hereby 
authorized  to  draw  their  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  County,  for  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
paid  by  him  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 


Act  of  2d  February,  1854. 

Sect.  16.  On  the  first  Tuesday  in  June  in  1854,  and  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  May  in  every  year  thereafter,  until  otherwise 
provided  by  law  or  ordinance,  the  qualified  voters  of  each  of  the 
wards  of  the  said  city  shall  elect  one  citizen,  who  shall  have  and 
possess  the  qualifications  that  the  members  of  the  Senate  are 
required  to  possess,  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health. 
They  shall  each  take  the  usual  oath  of  office,  and  enter  upon  the 
duties  thereof  on  the  first  Monday  in  July  next  succeeding  their 
election;  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Health  elected  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  June,  A.  D.  1854, 
shall  meet  on  the  morning  of  the  first  Monday  in  July  of  the 
same  year,  at  ten  o’clock,  and  on  the  first  Monday  of  July  in 
each  year  at  the  same  hour,  and  organize  into  a  Board,  and  shall 
elect  a  President  and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  proper  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  said  Board ;  and 
upon  such  organization,  shall  thereby  supersede  the  present 
members  and  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health ;  and  thereupon 
all  the  estates  whatsoever,  real,  personal  and  mixed,  that  shall 
then  be  by  law  or  otherwise  vested  in  or  in  possession  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  shall  be  forthwith  vested  in  the  city  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  subject  to  all  the  trusts,  conditions  and  liabilities  now 
legally  applicable  thereto,  and  all  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
creating,  governing  and  regulating  the  Board  of  Health  not 
inconsistent  herewith  shall  continue  in  force  and  operation,  and 
shall  govern  and  regulate  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  except  as  to  farmers  manuring  land  and  keeping 


Board  of 
Health. 

Each  Ward  to 
elect  one  mem¬ 
ber. 


Organization. 

Elect  Presi¬ 
dent  and  other 
officers. 


Estates  vested 
in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia. 

Powers  and 

duties. 
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Appropriations 
to  be  made  by 
Councils. 


Prison  Inspec¬ 
tors. 

Each  Ward  to 
elect  one. 

Organization. 


Fiscal  year  to 
commence  1st 
January. 


Estimates  of 
approariations 
to  be  presented 
by  1st  of  March. 


Councils  to  levy 
tax. 


All  taxes  to  be 
paid  to  the  Re¬ 
ceiver  of  Taxes. 

Allowance  for 
State  tax  to  ac¬ 
crue  to  the  city. 

City  Councils 
to  discriminate 
as  regards  the 
rural  districts 
in  laying  tax. 


stock  in  the  strictly  agricultural  districts,  except  as  the  same 
may  hereafter  be  altered  by  law  or  ordinance;  and  all  sums  of 
money  due,  payable  to,  or  received  by  the  Board  of  Health, 
shall  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury;  and  all  sums  expended  by 
or  for  the  purposes  of  the  Board  of  Health,  shall  be  paid  by 
the  city  treasurer  upon  orders  drawn  under  appropriations 
regularly  made  by  Councils.  And  upon  the  same  days  in  the 
present  and  each  succeeding  year,  the  qualified  voters  of  each 
ward  shall  elect  one  person  of  like  qualifications,  who  shall  take 
the  same  oath  or  affirmation,  to  serve  as  Prison  Inspectors  of 
the  County  Prison  for  the  same  period  of  time ;  who  shall,  on 
the  first  Monday  in  July  in  the  same  year,  at  10  o’clock  A.  M., 
organize  themselves  as  a  Board  to  perforin  all  the  duties  be¬ 
longing  by  law  to  said  office,  and  upon  such  organization  shall 
thereby  supersede  the  existing  Board  of  Prison  Inspectors. 

Sect.  39.  The  fiscal  year  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the 
Board  of  Health  and  of  the  Controllers  of  Public  Schools  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  Inspectors  of  Prison,  shall  com¬ 
mence  on  the  first  day  of  January  in  each  and  every  year.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  to  furnish  the 
Councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  March  in  every  year,  an  estimate  of  the  amount  that  in  their 
judgment  will  be  required  during  the  current  fiscal  year  for  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  the  alms-house  establishment  of 
the  said  board ;  and  the  Controllers  of  Public  Schools,  and  the 
Board  of  Health,  the  Port  Wardens  and  Inspectors  of  the  Prisons 
severally,  shall  in  like  manner,  on  or  before  the  same  day  in 
each  year,  furnish  to  the  said  Councils  the  amount  that  in  their 
judgment  will  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  public  schools 
and  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Health,  the  Port 
Wardens  and  Inspectors  of  the  Prison,  respectively,  for  the 
current  fiscal  year ;  and  the  said  City  Councils  shall  fix  the  rate 
and  levy  all  the  taxes  now  authorized  by  law  within  the  limits 
of  said  city  and  cotmty,  except  the  State  tax,  and  direct  the 
amount  to  be  applied  and  paid  by  the  City  Treasurer  to  health, 
school,  poor,  city  and  other  purposes,  according  to  law.  The 
said  taxes  shall  be  voted  so  as  to  show  how  much  is  raised  for 
said  objects  respectively;  they  shall  be  collected  and  accounted 
for  to  the  Treasurer  as  one  city  and  county  tax.  The  said  tax, 
and  all  State  taxes  accruing  within  said  city  limits,  shall  be 
paid  to  the  Receiver  of  Taxes,  and  all  allowance  made  by  law 
for  the  collection  and  prompt  payment  of  the  State  tax  shall 
accrue  to  the  city  treasury  for  the  use  of  the  city.  Provided , 
That  the  said  City  Councils  shall  so  discriminate  in  laying  said 
city  taxes  as  not  to  impose  upon  the  rural  portions  those  ex¬ 
penses  which  belong  exclusively  to  the  built  portions  of  said 
city ;  for  which  purpose  the  assessors  shall  distinguish  in  their 
returns  what  properties  are  within  agricultural  or  rural  sections, 
not  having  the  benefit  of  lighting,  watching,  and  other  expen¬ 
ditures  for  purposes  exclusively  belonging  to  built  portions  of 
said  city ;  and  all  land  within  said  agricultural  or  rural  dis- 
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tricts,  used  for  the  purpose  of  cultivation  or  farming,  shall  he 
assessed  as  farm  land.  And  provided ,  That  no  money  shall  he 
hereafter  borrowed  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  said  city,  unless  Regulations 
the  ordinance  or  other  authority  authorizing  the  same,  shall  Felat.5ve  to  mak‘ 
have  been  introduced  at  one  stated  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council,  and  the  draft  thereof  published  in  at  least  two  of  the 
newspapers  of  the  city,  daily,  for  four  weeks  before  the  final 
consideration  and  passage  thereof  by  the  said  Common  Council. 

And  at  any  stated  meeting  of  the  Select  Council,  held  at  least 
one  week  after  the  final  consideration  of  any  such  ordinance  by 
the  Common  Council,  the  Select  Council  may  consider  and  act 
upon  any  such  ordinance;  but  the  Select  Council  shall  not 
originate  any  ordinance  or  other  authority  for  borrowing  money, 
and  no  loans  shall  be  authorized  without  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  whole  number  of  the  members  of  each  Council.  And  pro¬ 
vided  also ,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  City  Councils  to 
obtain  by  dedication  or  purchase  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
city  an  adequate  number  of  squares  or  other  areas  of  ground,  pro^^Pubiic 
convenient  of  access  to  all  its  inhabitants,  and  lay  out  and  Squares, 
maintain  such  squares  and  areas  of  ground  as  open  public 
places,  for  the  health  and  enjoyment  of  the  people  forever. 

Sect.  48.  No  person  shall,  at  the  same  time,  be  a  member 
of  more  than  one  of  the  following  bodies,  to  wit :  The  City  xncompatibie 
Councils,  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  the  Board  of  Health,  the  offices. 
Controllers  of  the  Public  Schools,  and  the  Inspectors  of  the 
County  Prison ;  nor  shall  any  person  be  a  member  of  any  of 
these  bodies,  who  is  at  the  same  time  a  salaried  officer  under 
the  same  or  under  any  of  them  :  Provided,  That  this  shall  not 
be  construed  so  as  to  prevent  a  Controller  of  the  Public  Schools 
from  being  at  the  same  time  a  School  Director. 

Sect.  50.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  City  Councils  to  pro¬ 
vide  by  ordinance  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  all  Councils  by  or. 
the  departments  indicated  by  this  act  and  other  laws  in  force  dmance  to  es- 
in  said  city,  under  the  proper  heads,  and  with  the  necessary  men^indfcated 
clerks,  officers  and  assistants,  to  wit :  For  law,  police,  finance,  this  act- 
surveys,  highways,  health,  water,  gas,  fire,  the  poor,  the  city 
property  and  the  public  grounds,  and  such  others  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  needful;  and,  through  the  Mayor  and  proper 
committees,  the  said  Councils  shall  maintain  a  supervision  of 
each  department,  whether  corporate  or  otherwise,  and  over  the 
Inspectors  of  the  County  Prison,  for  the  exposure  and  correction 
of  all  evils  and  abuses,  and  for  that  purpose  may  require  the 
production  and  inspect  all  books  and  papers,  and  the  attendance 
of  witnesses  by  subpoena,  and  examine  them  under  oath  or 
affirmation ;  but  no  member  or  members  of  Council,  whether  Counciimen  not 
■as  a  committee  or 'otherwise,  shall  make  any  disbursement  of  executiveduty7 
corporate  moneys,  nor  audit  the  accounts  thereof,  nor  perform 
any  other  executive  duty  whatever :  Provided  however ,  That 
all  officers  who,  by  force  of  any  ordinance,  may  have  charge  or  Officers  to  be 
authority  in  the  assessment  or  collection  of  taxes,  or  the  appro-  lar^ote^7  popu* 
priation  or  disbursement  of  moneys,  shall  be  elected  by  the 
popular  vote  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May  of  each  year. 
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Sect.  51.  If  any  Councilman,  Guardian  of  the  Poor,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Health,  Controller  or  Director  of  the  Public 
Schools,  or  Warden  or  Inspector  of  the  Prison,  or  any  other 
member  or  officer  or  agent  of  the  said  City  Corporation,  or  of 
any  corporation  or  department  by  this  act  recognized,  or  clerk 
therein,  shall  at  any  time  be  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in 
No  officer,  agent  any  sale  to,  or  contract  for  supplies  to  be  furnished  to  said  city, 
interested  in  or  to  any  corporation  or  department  by  this  act  recognized  or 
any  contract,  placed  under  the  supervision  of  Councils,  of  which  he  shall  be 
a  member,  or  officer,  or  clerk,  or  agent,  or  shall  receive  any 
gratuity,  money  or  property  whatsoever,  by  reason  of  such  sale 
or  contract,  or  shall  take  any  fee  beyond  that  prescribed  by  law, 
he,  if  a  Councilman,  or  elective  officer,  or  officer  appointed  by 
Penalties.  court,  shall  be  impeached  in  manner  hereinbefore  provided,  and 
if  found  guilty  shall  forfeit  and  vacate  his  seat;  and  if  any 
officer  or  clerk  appointed  by  Councils,  shall  be  removed  from 
his  office  or  appointment;  and  any  vendor  or  contractor  par¬ 
ticipating  in  such  act,  shall  be  incapable  of  recovering  any  de¬ 
mand  thus  infected  by  fraud,  and  all  such  offenders  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a ‘misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  of  such  of¬ 
fence  in  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  for  said  city  and  county, 
shall  be  fined  and  imprisoned  at  the  discretion  of  said  court. 

Sect.  52.  The  meetings  of  the  said  City  Councils,  and  all 
corporations  and  boards  authorized  or  recognized  as  existing 
Councils  and  under  this  act,  except  the  Board  of  Health  and  Board  of  In- 
si^with^open  sPecf;ors  °f  County  Prison,  shall  be  at  all  times  open  and  acces- 
doors.  sible  to  all  citizens  deporting  themselves  with  order  and  decorum. 

AN  ACT 

To  provide  for  the  establishment  and  government  of  a  House  of  Cor¬ 
rection  and  Employment  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Application  of  Sect.  5.  That  as  early  as  practicable  hereafter,  after  a  com- 
of  Money.  pliance  with  the  requirements  contained  in  the  preceding  Sec¬ 
tion,  the  said  Managers  shall  proceed  with  the  moneys  pro¬ 
cured  as  aforesaid,  to  purchase  the  site  chosen  as  aforesaid,  and 
to  erect  and  complete  thereupon  the  necessary  buildings,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  plans  approved,  as  aforesaid,  the  title  to  the  whole  to 
be  vested  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia;  and  as  soon  as  the  said 
buildings  shall  be  completed  and  ready  for  occupation,  they 
shall  be  delivered  by  the  said  City  Councils,  into  the  custody 
and  control  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  as  hereinbefore  provi¬ 
ded,  by  whom,  at  the  earliest  practicable  time,  the  fact  of  such 
delivery  shall  be  certified  to  the  said  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions, 
and  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Blockley  Alms  House ; 
which  Court  and  Managers  respectively  shall  thereafter  commit 
to  the  said  House  of  Correction  and  Employment,  such  able 
bodied  paupers  and  vagrants  as  may  have  been  committed,  or 
sentenced  to  be  confined  in  the  County  Prison,  or  Blockley 
Alms  House,  for  a  period  of  less  than  three  mouths;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
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Sessions  and  Inspectors  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison,  to 
commit  to  the  said  House  of  Correction  and  Employment  all 
vagrants,  habitual  drunkards  and  disorderly  persons,  whom  they 
may  deem  best  to  so  confine,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Managers  of  the  Blockley  Alms  House  to  transfer,  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  entrance  into  said  Alms  House,  all  able 
bodied  paupers,  except  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  employ  in 
the  service  of  said  Alms  House. 

Sect.  6.  That  the  Managers  of  the  House  of  Correction,  or 
any  one  of  them,  may  commit  thereto  any  and  all  persons  who 
are  willing  to  be  so  committed ;  and  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  the  Inspectors  of  the  County  Prison,  and  all 
committing  magistrates  in  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 
may,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  commit  to  said  House 
of  Correction  and  Employment,  for  any  period  of  time  not  less 
than  three,  nor  more  than  twelve  months,  all,  or  any  person  or 
persons  who,  under  existing  laws,  are  liable  to  be  committed  to 
places  of  confinement,  who  shall  apply  to  them  for  such  pur¬ 
pose  )  all  persons  that  may  hereafter  be  convicted,  according  to 
the  existing  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  before  the  Mayor, 
Recorder,  or  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  as  a  va¬ 
grant  or  disorderly  person,  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer  confine¬ 
ment  in  the  said  House  of  Correction  and  Employment,  for 
the  terms  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  to  be  fed,  clothed  and 
treated  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned. 


Habeas  ®orpus. 

Act  of  18th  February,  1785. 

An  Act  for  the  better  securing  personal  liberty,  and  preventing  wrongful 

imprisonment. 

Sect  1.  If  any  person  shall  be,  or  stand  committed  or  de¬ 
tained  for  any  criminal  or  supposed  criminal  matter,  unless  for 
treason  or  felony,  the  species  whereof  is  plainly  and  fully  set 
forth  in  the  warrant  of  commitment,  in  vacation  time  and  out 
of  term,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  person  so 
committed  or  detained,  or  any  one  on  his  or  her  behalf,  to  ap¬ 
peal  or  complain  to  any  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  to  the 
President  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  county  within 
which  the  person  is  so  committed  or  detained;  and  such  judge 
or  justice,  upon  view  of  the  copy  or  copies  of  the  warrant  or 
warrants  of  commitment  or  detainer,  or  otherwise,  upon  oath  or 
affirmation  legally  made,  that  such  copy  or  copies  were  denied 
to  be  given  by  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  custody  the 
prisoner  is  detained,  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  upon 
request  made  in  writing  by  such  prisoner,  or  any  person  on  his 
or  her  behalf,  attested  and  subscribed  by  two  witnesses,  who 
were  present  at  the  delivery  of  the  same,  to  award  and  grant  an 
habeas  corpus ,  under  the  seal  of  the  court,  whereof  he  shall 
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then  he  a  judge  or  justice,  to  he  directed  to  the  person  or  per¬ 
sons  in  whose  custody  the  prisoner  is  detained,  returnable  im¬ 
mediate  before  the  said  judge  or  justice;  and  to  the  intent,  and 
that  no  officer,  sheriff,  gaoler,  keeper  or  other  person,  to  whom 
such  writ  shall  be  directed,  may  pretend  ignorance  of  the  import 
thereof,  every  such  writ  shall  be  made  in  this  manner,  “  By  act 
of  assembly,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five/7  and 
shall  be  signed  by  the  judge  or  justice  who  awards  the  same. 
And  whenever  the  said  writ  shall  by  any  person  be  served  upon 
the  officer,  sheriff,  gaoler,  keeper  or  other  person  whatsoever, 
to  whom  the  same  shall  be  directed,  by  being  brought  to  him, 
or  by  being  left  with  any  of  his  under  officers  or  deputies,  at 
the  gaol  or  place  where  the  prisoner  is  detained,  he,  or  some  of 
his  under  officers  or  deputies  shall,  within  three  days  after  the 
service  thereof,  as  aforesaid,  upon  payment  or  tender  of  the 
charges  of  bringing  the  said  prisoner,  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
judge  or  justice  who  awarded  the  writ,  and  thereon  endorsed, 
not  exceeding  twelve  pence  per  mile,  and  upon  security  given 
by  his  own  bond,  to  pay  the  charges  of  carrying  him  back,  if 
he  shall  be  redemanded,  and  not  to  escape  by  the  way,  make 
return  of  such  writ,  and  bring  or  cause  to  be  brought  the  body 
of  the  prisoner,  unto  or  before  the  judge  or  justice,  before 
whom  the  said  writ  is  made  returnable,  and  in  case  of  his  ab¬ 
sence,  before  any  other  of  the  judges  or  justices  aforesaid,  and 
shall  then  likewise  specifically  and  fully  certify  the  true  cause 
or  causes  of  the  commitment  and  detainer  of  the  said  prisoner, 
and  when  he  was  committed,  unless  the  commitment  be  in  any 
place  beyond  the  distance  of  twenty  miles  from  the  place  where 
such  judge  or  justice  shall  be  residing,  and  if  beyond  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  twenty  miles,  and  not  above  one  hundred  miles,  then 
within  ten  days,  and  if  beyond  the  distance  of  one  hundred 
miles,  then  within  twenty  days :  And  thereupon  the  judge  or 
justice  before  whom  the  prisoner  shall  be  so  brought,  shall 
within  two  days  discharge  the  prisoner  from  imprisonment, 
taking  his  or  her  recognizance,  with  one  or  more  surety  or 
sureties,  in  any  sum,  according  to  his  discretion,  having  regard 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  prisoner,  and  the  nature  of  the 
offence,  for  his  or  her  appearance  at  the  next  Court  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  General  Jail  Delivery  or  General  Quarter  Ses¬ 
sions  of  or  for  the  county,  city  or  place  where  the  offence  was 
committed,  or  in  such  other  court  where  it  may  be  properly 
cognizable,  as  the  case  shall  require,  and  then  shall  certify  the 
said  writ,  with  the  return  thereof,  and  the  said  recognizances, 
into  the  court  where  such  appearance  is  to  be  made,  unless  it 
shall  appear  to  the  said  judge  or  justice  that  the  party  so  com¬ 
mitted  is  detained  upon  legal  process,  order  or  warrant,  for 
such  matter  or  offences  for  which  by  the  law  the  said  prisoner  is 
not  bailable,  and  that  the  said  judge  or  justice  may,  according 
to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  be  enabled  by  investi¬ 
gating  the  truth  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  determine 
whether,  according  to  law,  the  said  prisoner  ought  to  be  bailed, 
remanded  or  discharged;  the  return  may,  before  or  after  it  is 
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filed,  by  leave  of  the  said  judge  or  justice,  be  amended,  and  also 
suggestions  made  against  it,  that  thereby  material  facts  may  be 
ascertained. 

Sect.  2.  In  term  time  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any 
prisoner  as  aforesaid,  in  manner  aforesaid,  to  move  and  obtain 
his  or  her  habeas  corpus  out  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  county  in  which  he  or  she  is 
imprisoned,  whereupon  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  3.  If  any  person  shall  be  committed  for  treason  or 
felony,  and  shall  not  be  indicted  and  tried  some  time  in  the 
next  term  session  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  General  Jail  De¬ 
livery,  or  other  court,  where  the  offence  is  properly  cognizable, 
after  such  commitment,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
judges  or  justices  thereof,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  upon 
the  last  day  of  the  term  sessions  or  court,  to  set  at  liberty  the 
said  prisoner  upon  bail,  unless  it  shall  appear  to  them,  upon 
oath  or  affirmation,  that  the  witnesses  for  the  commonwealth, 
mentioning  their  names,  could  not  then  be  produced;  and  if 
such  prisoner  shall  not  be  indicted  and  tried  the  second  term 
sessions  or  court,  after  his  or  her  commitment,  unless  the  delay 
happen  on  the  application,  or  with  the  assent  of  the  defendant, 
or  upon  trial  shall  be  acquitted,  he  or  she  shall  be  discharged 
from  imprisonment. 

Sect.  4.  Provided  always ,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
extend  to  discharge  out  of  prison  any  person  guilty  of  or 
charged  with  treason,  felony  or  other  high  misdemeanor,  in 
any  other  state,  and  who  by  the  confederation  ought  to  be  de¬ 
livered  up  to  the  executive  power  of  such  state,  nor  any  person 
guilty  of  or  charged  with  a  breach  or  violation  of  the  laws  of 
nations.* 

Sect.  5.  Provided  also,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend 
to  discharge  out  of  prison  any  person  charged  with  debt  or  other 
action,  or  with  process  in  any  civil  cause,  but  that  after  dis¬ 
charge  for  such  criminal  or  supposed  criminal  matter,  he  or  she 
shall  be  kept  in  custody,  according  to  law,  for  such  other  suit. 

Sect.  6.  And  that  no  person  may  avoid  his  or  her  trial  by 
procuring  a  removal,  so  that  he  or  she  cannot  be  brought  back 
in  time,  be  it  enacted,  that  no  person  shall  be  removed  upon 
any  habeas  corpus  granted  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  within 
fifteen  days  next  preceding  the  term  sessions  of  Oyer  and  Ter¬ 
miner,  General  Jail  Delivery,  or  other  court,  where  the  offence 
with  which  he  or  she  stands  charged  is  properly  cognizable,  but 
upon  such  habeas  corpus  shall  be  brought  before  the  judge  or 
justices  thereof,  who  are  thereupon  to  do  what  to  justice  shall 
appertain. 

Sect.  7.  Provided  nevertheless,  that  after  such  court  the  per¬ 
son  detained  may  have  his  or  her  habeas  corpus ,  according  to 
this  act. 

Sect.  8.  If  any  judge  or  justice  aforesaid,  being  appealed  or 
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*  complained  to,  as  aforesaid,  upon  view  of  the  copy  or  copies  of 
the  warrant  or  warrants  of  the  commitment  or  detainer,  or  upon 
oath  or  affirmation  made,  that  such  copy  or  copies  were  denied 
as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  award  any  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  by  this  act  required  to  be  granted,  he  shall  forfeit  to  the 
prisoner,  or  party  grieved,  the  sum  of  three  pounds,  to  be  re¬ 
covered  by  the  said  prisoner  or  party  grieved,  his  or  her  execu- 
Penaity  ^ors  or  administrators,  by  action  of  debt,  suit,  bill,  plaint  or 
on  refusing  the  information,  in  any  court  of  record  wherein  no  essoin,  pro- 
Trnt*  tection,  privilege,  injunction,  wager  of  law,  or  stay  of  prosecu¬ 

tion,  shall  be  allowed,  or  any  more  than  one  imparlance. 

Sect.  9.  If  any  officer,  sheriff,  gaoler,  keeper,  or  other  per¬ 
son  to  whom  any  such  writ  shall  be  directed  as  aforesaid,  or  any 
of  his  under  officers  or  deputies,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make 
the  returns  aforesaid,  or  to  bring  the  body  of  the  prisoner 
according  to  the  command  of  the  said  writ,  within  the  respec¬ 
tive  times  aforesaid,  all  and  every  such  officer,  sheriff,  gaoler, 
keeper  or  other  person,  under  officer  or  deputy,  shall  be  guilty 
of  a  contempt  of  the  Court,  under  the  seal  of  which  the  said 
writ  shall  have  issued,  and  shall  also  for  the  first  offence  forfeit 
to  the  prisoner  or  party  grieved,  one  hundred  pounds,  and  for 
tion'ofleitexeCU"  second  offence,  two  hundred  pounds,  and  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  made  incapable  to  hold  or  execute  his  said  office;  the 
said  forfeitures  to  be  recovered  by  the  prisoner,  or  party 
aggrieved,  in  manner  aforesaid. 

Sect.  10.  If  any  officer,  sheriff,  gaoler,  keeper  or  other  per¬ 
son  to  whom  such  writ  shall  be  directed  as  aforesaid,  or  any  of 
his  under  officers  or  deputies,  upon  demand  by  the  prisoner,  or 
some  person  in  his  or  her  behalf,  shall  refuse  to  deliver,  or 
within  six  hours  after  demand,  shall  not  deliver  to  the  prisoner, 
thewarranu  °f or  person  so  demanding,  a  true  copy  or  copies  of  the  warrant 
or  warrants  of  commitment  and  detainer  of  such  prisoner, 
which  are  hereby  required  to  be  delivered,  all  and  every  such 
officer,  sheriff,  gaoler,  keeper,  or  other  person,  under  officer  or 
deputy,  so  offending,  shall  for  the  first  offence,  forfeit  to  the 
prisoner  or  party  grieved,  one  hundred  pounds,  and  for  the 
second  offence,  two  hundred  pounds,  and  shall  also  be,  and  is 
hereby  made  incapable  to  hold  or  execute  his  said  office :  the 
said  forfeitures  to  be  recovered  by  the  prisoner,  or  party  grieved, 
in  manner  aforesaid. 

Sect.  11.  And  for  preventing  unjust  vexation  by  reiterated 
commitments  for  the  same  offence,  be  it  enacted ,  that  no  person 
who  shall  be  delivered  or  set  at  large  upon  an  habeas  corpus , 
commftted^after  shall  at  any  time  thereafter,  be  again  committed  or  imprisoned 
discharge.  f0r  the  same  offence  by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  other 
than  by  the  legal  order  and  process  of  such  court  wherein  he 
or  she  shall  be  bound  by  recognizance  to  appear,  or  other  court 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,  and  if  any  other  person  or 
persons  shall  knowingly,  contrary  to  this  act,  recommit  or 
imprison,  or  knowingly  procure  or  cause  to  be  recommitted  or 
imprisoned,  for  the  same  offence  or  supposed  offence,  any  per¬ 
son  delivered  or  set  at  large  as  aforesaid,  or  be  knowingly  aid- 
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ing  or  assisting  therein,  then  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  to  the 
prisoner  or  party  grieved,  any  pretence  of  variation  in  the 
warrant  or  warrants  of  commitment  notwithstanding,  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  the  prisoner,  or 
party  grieved,  in  manner  aforesaid. 

Sect.  12.  Any  person  being  committed  to  any  prison,  or  in 
custody  of  any  officer,  sheriff,  gaoler,  keeper  or  other  person, 
or  his  under  officer  or  deputy,  for  any  criminal  or  supposed 
criminal  matter,  shall  not  be  removed  from  the  said  prison  or 
custody,  into  any  other  prison  or  custody,  unless  it  be  by  habeas 
corpus ,  or  some  other  legal  writ,  or  where  the  prisoner  is  de¬ 
livered  to  the  constable  or  other  inferior  officer,  to  be  carried  to  .  Penalty  on 
some  common  gaol,  or  where  any  person  is  sent  by  any  judge  moving  prison¬ 
er  justice,  having  proper  authority,  to  some  common  workhouse  ers- 
or  house  of  correction,  or  where  the  prisoner  is  removed  from 
one  place  to  another,  within  the  same  county,  in  order  to  his  or 
her  trial  or  discharge  in  due  course  of  law,  or  in  case  of  sudden 
fire  or  infection,  or  other  necessity ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall,  after  such  commitment  as  aforesaid,  make  out,  sign, 
countersign,  and  issue  any  warrant  or  warrants  for  such  removal, 
except  as  before  excepted,  then  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  to  the 
prisoner  or  party  grieved,  two  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered 
by  the  prisoner  or  party  grieved,  in  manner  aforesaid. 

Sect.  13.  All  the  provisions  hereinbefore  made  for  the 
awarding  and  granting  writs  of  habeas  corpus ,  and  proceeding 
thereon,  in  case  of  commitment  or  detainer  for  any  criminal  or 
supposed  criminal  matter,  shall,  in  like  manner  extend  to  all 
cases  where  any  person  not  being  committed  or  detained  for  any 
criminal  or  supposed  criminal  matter,  shall  be  confined  or  re¬ 
strained  of  his  or  her  liberty,  under  any  color  or  pretence  2or ttefrmS 
whatsoever,  and  that  upon  oath  or  affirmation  made  by  such  ty,  under  any 
person  so  confined  or  restrained,  or  by  any  other  in  his  behalf,  relieved.  t0  be 
of  any  actual  confinement  or  restraint,  and  that  such  confine¬ 
ment  or  restraint,  to  the  best  of  the  knowledge  and  belief  of 
the  person  so  applying,  is  not  by  virtue  of  any  commitment  or 
detainer  for  any  criminal  or  supposed  criminal  matter,  an  habeas 
corpus ,  directed  to  the  person  or  persons  so  confining  or  restrain¬ 
ing  the  party  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  awarded  and  granted,  in  the 
same  manner  and  under  the  same  penalties,  to  be  recovered 
from  the  same  persons,  as  is  hereinbefore  directed ;  and  the 
court,  judge  or  justice  before  whom  the  party  so  confined  or 
restrained  shall  be  brought,  shall,  after  the  return  made,  pro¬ 
ceed  in  the  same  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  prescribed,  to 
examine  into  the  facts  relating  to  the  cause,  and  into  the  cause 
of  such  confinement  or  restraint,  and  thereupon  either  bail, 
remand  or  discharge  the  party  so  brought,  as  to  justice  shall 
appertain. 

Sect.  14.  Whensoever  any  writ  of  habeas  corpus  awarded 
and  granted  either  in  term  or  vacation  time,  for  any  person  so 
confined  or  restrained,  without  a  commitment  for  any  criminal 
or  supposed  criminal  matter,  shall  be  served  upon  the  person  or 
persons,  so  confining  or  restraining  such  party,  by  being  brought 
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to  such  person  or  persons,  or  by  being  left  at  the  place  where 
Persons  detain-  the  party  shall  be  so  confined  or  restrained,  the  person  or  per- 
ecTwithout  war-  SOns  so  confining  or  restraining  such  party,  shall  make  return 
of  such  writ,  and  bring  or  cause  to  be  brought,  the  body  of 
such  party  according  to  the  command  thereof  within  the  respec¬ 
tive  times  limited,  and  under  the  provisions  hereinbefore  pre¬ 
scribed,  and  every  such  person  refusing  or  neglecting  so  to  make 
return  of  such  writ,  or  to  bring  or  cause  to  be  brought  the 
body  of  the  party,  according  to  the  command  thereof,  within 
the  times  respectively  limited,  and  under  the  provisions  herein¬ 
before  prescribed,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  the  Court, 
under  the  seal  of  which  the  said  writ  shall  have  issued,  and 
shall  also  forfeit  for  the  first  offence,  to  the  party  grieved,  one 
hundred  pounds,  and  for  the  second  offence,  two  hundred 
pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  her,  his  or  her  executors  or 
administors,  against  the  offender,  his  or  her  executors  or 
administrators,  in  manner  aforesaid. 

Sect.  15.  No  person  shall  be  sued,  impleaded,  molested  or 
troubled  for  any  offence  against  this  act,  unless  such  person  be 
sued  or  impleaded  for  the  same  within  two  years  after  the  time 
wherein  the  said  offence  shall  have  been  committed,  in  case  the 
party  grieved  shall  not  be  then  in  prison,  or  confined  or  re¬ 
strained  as  aforesaid,  and  if  the  said  party  shall  be  then  in 
Limitation  of  prison  or  so  confined  or  restrained,  then  within  two  years  after 
actions.  the  decease  of  the  person  imprisoned,  or  so  confined  or  re¬ 

strained,  or  his  or  her  delivery  out  of  prison,  or  from  such  confine¬ 
ment  or  restraint. 

Sect.  16.  In  or  upon  any  action,  suit,  bill,  plaint,  or  informa- 
piea  of  Defend-  tion  f°r  any  offence  against  this  act,  the  defendant  or  defendants 
ant.  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  the  special  matter  in 

evidence. 


NOTES. 


On  a  habeas  corpus,  the  court  are  only  to  inquire  whether  the  warrant 
of  commitment  states  a  sufficient  probable  cause,  or  to  believe  that  the 
person  charged,  has  committed  the  offence  stated.  4  Dallas,  413. 

The  penalty  for  recommitting  a  person  once  discharged,  is  confined 
to  recommitments  for  the  same  criminal  offence,  and  is  not  incurred  by 
taking  the  party  a  second  time  on  civil  process.  1  Binney,  374. 


Act  of  13th  April,  1791. 

jud»e  ^a°ciate  Sect.  IT.  The  said  Presidents  and  Judges  [of  the  Courts  of 
grant  the  writ.  Common  Pleas]  shall  severally  have  the  powers  to  issue  writs 
of  habeas  corpus ,  in  vacation  time  and  out  of  term,  and  to  give 
relief  thereupon,  in  the  manner  and  as  fully  as  the  President  of 
any  court  of  Common  Pleas  in  this  commonwealth,  at  present 
may  or  can  do,  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  Assembly,  entitled  “  an 
Act  for  the  better  securing  personal  liberty  and  preventing 
wrongful  imprisonments.” 
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RULES  OE  THE  BOARD, 


1.  The  stated  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Monday  of  every 
month,  or  at  such  other  time  as  a  majority  may  determine.  Special  meet¬ 
ings  may  be  called  by  the  President  at  the  request  of  five  Inspectors. 

2.  At  the  time  of  meeting,  the  President,  or  in  his  absence  a  President 
pro  tempore,  shall  take  the  chair,  and  thirteen  Inspectors  being  present, 
shall  call  the  Board  to  order. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

1.  Beading  and  correcting  of  the  Journal  of  the  preceding  stated  and 
special  meetings. 

2.  Beport  of  the  Visiting  Inspectors. 

3.  Beport  of  Physician. 

4.  Beport  of  Treasurer. 

5.  Beports  of  Standing  Committees. 

6.  Beports  of  Special  Committees. 

7.  Communications. 

8.  Beports  and  resolutions  previously  acted  upon. 

9.  Original  resolutions. 

10.  Visiting  Inspectors  appointed. 

11.  Adjournment. 

12.  The  President  shall  preserve  order.  Members  shall  not  speak  more 
than  twice  on  any  question,  without  permission  of  the  Board,  and  shall 
rise  when  they  address  the  President. 

13.  When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded  it  shall,  before  debate,  be 
stated  by  the  President. 

14.  All  resolutions  shall  be  presented  to  the  chair  in  writing. 

15.  Every  motion  shall  be  entered  on  the  minutes,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  members  making  and  seconding  it. 

16.  The  yeas  and  nays  may  be  called  by  two  members.  In  calling, 
they  shall  be  called  alphabetically,  the  presiding  officer  last. 
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IT.  The  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Board  shall  he 
necessary  to  alter  or  rescind  any  rule. 

18.  The  Standing  Committees  shall  he — 

1.  Committee  of  the  Manufactory. 

2.  Committee  of  Supplies. 

3.  Committee  of  Accounts. 

4.  Committee  of  Garden  and  Parade  Ground. 

5.  Committee  of  Bepairs  and  Alterations. 

6.  Hospital  Committee. 

7.  Horse  and  Carriage  Committee.  They  shall  he  appointed 
annually  at  the  stated  meeting  of  the  Board  in  July  of  each  year. 

19.  All  reports  of  committees  shall  be  made  in  writing. 

20.  The  Committee  of  Manufactures  shall  consist  of  five  Inspectors,  and 
shall  meet  on  the  Friday  preceding  each  stated  meeting  of  the  Board,  at 
the  Prison.  The  committee  shall  keep  a  minute  hook,  in  which  they 
shall  enter  their  proceedings.  They  shall  make  all  the  purchases  for  that 
department. 

21.  The  Committee  of  Supplies  shall  consist  of  five  Inspectors.  They 
shall  purchase  all  articles  required  hy  law  for  the  feeding,  clothing  and 
comfort  of  the  prisoners,  except  when  otherwise  ordered  hy  the  Board. 

22.  The  Superintendent  shall  give  receipts  for  all  articles  delivered  at 
the  Prison. 

23.  The  Committee  of  Accounts  shall  consist  of  five  Inspectors.  They 
shall  meet  at  the  Prison  on  the  Saturdays  preceding  the  stated  meetings 
of  the  Board.  They  shall  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Superintendent, 
examine  all  hills  presented  against  the  Prison,  and  the  entries  made  hy  the 
Clerk.  At  each  stated  meeting  the  Committee  of  Accounts  shall  report  to 
the  Board  a  list  of  the  bills  to  he  paid,  accompanied  with  a  resolution  for 
their  payment,  which  list  shall  be  handed  to  the  President  hy  the  Clerk, 
together  with  the  warrants  filled  up,  within  two  days  after  the  stated 
meeting. 

24.  The  Hospital  Committee  shall  consist  of  five  Inspectors,  who  shall 
have  the  entire  charge  of  the  Hospital  department;  they  shall  see  that 
proper  arrangements  are  made  for  the  comfort  of  the  sick. 

25.  The  Committee  on  Horses  and  Carriages  shall  consist  of  five 
Inspectors,  and  shall  have  power  to  buy  or  sell  any  of  the  same,  whenever 
in  their  opinion  the  interests  of  the  Prison  require  it. 

26.  The  Committee  on  Garden  and  Parade  Ground  shall  consist  of  five 
Inspectors,  and  shall  have  the  management  of  the  garden  and  grounds  of 
the  Prison,  and  direct  all  the  improvements  of  the  same. 
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27.  The  Committee  of  Repairs  and  Alterations  of  the  Prison,  shall  con¬ 
sist  of  five  Inspectors,  who  shall  have  the  charge  of  the  buildings,  and 
shall  inspect  the  same  whenever  necessary.  They  shall  recommend  to  the 
Board  such  alterations  and  repairs  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  and  pro¬ 
per,  and  no  repairs  or  alterations  shall  be  made  in  any  part  of  the  build¬ 
ings,  unless  first  submitted  to  the  committee  and  approved  by  the  Board. 

28.  The  Superintendent  shall  collect  and  receive  all  moneys  due  the 
Prison,  and  pay  them  to  the  Treasurer  monthly,  the  receipts  of  which 
shall  accompany  the  Superintendent’s  monthly  reports,  and  shall  give  bond 
in  the  sum  of  $2000  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties. 

29.  The  Visiting  Inspectors  shall  meet  at  the  Prison  on  Wednesday 
and  Saturday  of  each  week.  Their  duty  shall  be  to  inspect  the  Prison — 
see  that  the  prisoners  are  fed,  clothed  and  treated  according  to  law.  They 
shall  keep  a  minute  book  of  their  proceedings,  in  which  they  shall  enter 
directions  to  the  Superintendent ;  also  the  names  of  the  vagrants  or  disor¬ 
derly  prisoners  discharged,  or  sent  to  the  Alms  House,  respectively. 

30.  Prisoners  under  sentence  (not  to  hard  labor)  may  be  visited  by 
permission  in  writing,  from  a  Visiting  Inspector.  Prisoners  for  trial, 
vagrants  and  disorderly  persons,  may  be  visited  by  permission  in  writing 
from  an  Inspector. 

31.  All  applications  for  pardons  shall  be  referred  to  the  Visiting  In¬ 
spectors,  to  report  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  and  the  question  on  the 
resolution  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays. 

32.  Visiting  Inspectors  shall,  when  they  make  report  to  the  Board 
recommending  any  prisoner  for  pardon,  state  the  reasons  which  induce 
them  to  ask  the  Board  to  recommend  to  the  Governor  for  pardon. 

33.  At  each  stated  meeting  the  Board  shall  pass  an  order  in  favor  of  the 
Superintendent  for  such  sum  as  may  be  recommended  by  the  Committee 
on  Accounts,  for  the  payment  of  bills  under  thirty  dollars. 

34.  The  President  shall  sign  all  warrants  on  the  Treasurer,  and  appoint 
all  committees,  unless  otherwise  directed,  and  shall  be  ex  officio  a  member 
of  all  standing  committees. 

35.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  with  sureties  in  the  amount  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  approved  by  the  Board  annually.  He  shall  receive 
all  moneys  belonging  to  the  corporation,  and  pay  and  discharge  the  same 
upon  warrants  of  the  President  and  Clerk.  He  shall  keep  fair  and  just 
accounts  of  his  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  shall  once  in  every  year 
present  his  accounts  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts  for  auditorship.  He 
shall  report  in  writing  at  every  stated  meeting. 
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36.  The  Clerk  shall  transcribe  the  minutes  into  a  book,  so  arranged  as 
to  have  marginal  references.  He  shall  notify  the  Chairman  of  all  Com¬ 
mittees  of  the  business  referred  to  them  by  the  Board. 

37.  If  an  Inspector  discovers  any  impropriety  of  conduct  or  delinquency 
in  the  performance  of  duty  on  the  part  of  a  keeper,  he  may  report  him  to 
the  Superintendent,  or  the  Inspector  may  bring  the  case  to  the  notice  of 
the  Board,  by  preferred  charges  in  writing,  (but  until  such  charges  are 
preferred  and  furnished  to  the  officer,  no  remarks  shall  be  allowed  con¬ 
cerning  his  conduct.) 


RULES 

FOE  THE 

GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PRISON. 


1.  The  iron  gates  leading  into  the  corridors  shall  he  kept  constantly- 
locked,  and  egress  and  ingress  is  prohibited,  unless  absolutely  necessary. 
The  keys  of  the  gate  shall  be  kept  in  some  secure  place,  where  the  officer 
on  duty  at  the  gate  can  have  speedy  access. 

2.  Each  Keeper  shall  pay  particular  attention  to  the  gallery  (range  of 
cells)  under  his  charge,  and  shall  be  ready  at  all  times  to  answer  any  call 
that  may  be  made  on  him  for  prisoners,  or  for  any  other  purpose.  He 
shall  also  visit  each  cell  twice  every  day,  (exclusive  of  visits  in  serving  out 
meals)  and  shall  be  particular  in  seeing  that  every  prisoner  under  his 
charge  is  in  his  cell  at  locking  up  for  the  night. 

All  communications  with  the  office  shall  be  made  through  the  windows 
of  the  corridor. 

3.  The  duty  of  the  Gate  Keepers  shall  be  to  pay  particular  attention  to 
the  gate  and  to  be  in  readiness  to  answer  all  calls;  and  all  provisions 
brought  to  the  gate  for  the  untried  prisoners  shall  be  received  by  the  Gate 
Keeper,  and  by  him  delivered  to  the  keeper  having  charge  of  the  prisoner 
for  whom  it  is  intended. 

All  empty  cells  in  the  prison  shall  be  locked  up  every  night. 

4.  "When  prisoners  are  visited  by  their  friends,  the  Gate  Keeper  shall 
call  the  keeper  having  charge  of  the  prisoner  to  be  visited,  and  hand  over 
to  him  the  friends  allowed  to  visit,  permission  to  visit  having  first  been 
obtained  as  the  laws  and  rules  now  direct. 

5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  to  inspect  the  clothing 
belonging  to  the  convicted  prisoners,  to  protect  them  from  damage,  at  least 
once  a  month,  from  April  to  September  inclusive,  and  twice  at  equal  dis¬ 
tant  times  in  the  balance  of  the  year.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the 
Superintendent  to  enforce  the  discipline  of  the’ Prison  in  any  manner  he 
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may  deem  proper,  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors. 

6.  Not  more  than  eight  vagrants  or  disorderly  persons  shall  he  allowed 
at  any  time  out  of  the  cells  to  work  in  the  yard,  and  then  only  by  permis¬ 
sion  of  the  Superintendent  or  the  Visiting  Inspectors,  and  that  no  prisoner 
shall  be  taken  out  of  the  cells  by  any  person  except  by  permission  of  the 
Superintendent,  and  when  any  prisoner  shall  be  taken  out,  his  name  shall 
be  entered  in  a  book  in  the  front  office,  and  when  returned  his  name  shall 
be  marked  off  by  the  Superintendent,  or  an  officer  under  his  direction. 

7.  No  person  shall  be  permitted  to  visit  any  prisoner  in  the  untried 
department,  unless  in  the  presence  of  one  of  the  keepers,  except  attorneys 
visiting  their  clients. 

8.  Visitors  to  the  Institution  shall  be  attended  by  one  of  the  keepers  of 
the  north  corridor,  who  shall  accompany  them  through  the  building  and 
grounds;  the  keepers  to  be  designated  by  the  Superintendent,  in  rotation, 
as  near  as  may  be. 

9.  The  keepers  shall  afford  every  facility  to  the  prisoners  confined  for 
trial,  to  communicate  with  their  families  or  friends,  and  their  attorneys  by 
writing,  and  shall  be  furnished  for  that  purpose  with  paper,  ink,  &c.  The 
laws  regulating  communications  with  prisoners  to  be  faithfully  observed. 

10.  Under  no  circumstances  shall  there  be  allowed  any  fire  in  any  of 
the  cells,  except  in  cases  of  sickness,  or  when  required  for  manufacturing 
purposes ;  nor  shall  smoking  or  ardent  spirits  be  allowed  under  any  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

11.  Every  keeper  not  otherwise  employed  on  special  duty,  shall  (if 
necessary)  give  his  assistance  to  other  keepers,  with  the  view  that  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  prison  may  not  be  impeded  or  delayed. 

12.  When  an  attorney  wishes  to  see  a  client  in  the  untried  department, 
on  giving  his  or  her  name,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  one  of  the  keepers  to 
conduct  the  said  attorney  to  the  cell  where  such  prisoner  is  confined,  and 
he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  see  any  other  prisoner. 

13.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  visit  the  prison  on  Sundays. 

14.  No  convict  prisoner  to  labor  shall  be  allowed  to  have  any  articles 
in  his  or  her  cell,  except  those  provided  by  law  and  the  rules. 

15.  Prisoners  working  in  any  of  the  shops  in  the  yard,  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  pass  from  one  shop  to  the  other,  but  the  doors  shall  be  kept 
always  locked. 

16.  The  Deputy  Superintendent  for  the  north  corridor,  and  the  Deputy 
Superintendent  for  the  south  corridor,  are  particularly  charged  with  en¬ 
forcing  the  laws  and  rules  for  their  respective  departments,  and  in  case  of 
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violations  shall  report  the  same  in  writing  to  the  Superintendent,  who  shall 
report  to  the  Visiting  Inspectors  at  the  semi-weekly  meeting. 

17.  That  a  portion  of  the  prison  shall  he  set  apart  for  sentenced  prison¬ 
ers  (on  south  corridor).  The  Visiting  Inspectors  to  select  the  part,  and 
thereafter  all  such  prisoners  (where  hard  labor  is  not  part  of  the  sentence) 
shall  he  kept  in  such  part  of  the  prison  so  set  apart. 

18.  The  Gate  Keeper  shall  not  admit  visitors  on  Sunday. 

19.  All  orders  or  directions  to  keepers  shall  he  through  or  hy  the 
Superintendent,  and  in  the  female  department  through  or  hy  the  Super¬ 
intendent  or  Matron. 

20.  All  rules  heretofore  passed  are  hereby  repealed. 
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ASSOCIATE  JUDGE. 

May  grant  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  36. 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW. 

May  visit  their  clients,  9. 

CLERK. 

By  whom  appointed,  6. 

To  keep  accounts,  &c.,  6. 

CORONER. 

To  attend  the  execution  of  criminals,  22. 

To  make  oath,  22. 

COUNTY  AUDITORS. 

To  examine  accounts  of  prison  annually,  6. 

To  examine  the  accounts  at  the  prison,  23. 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS. 

To  erect  additional  buildings  when  necessary,  20. 

To  raise  money  to  erect  vagrant  apartment,  22. 

CRIMINAL  SESSIONS. 

Created,  13. 

Powers  of  the  court,  13. 

Jurisdiction  and  cognizance,  13. 

Powers  of,  vested  in  oyer  and  terminer,  &c.  14. 

DEBTORS’  APARTMENT. 

Inspectors  to  inspect,  18. 

to  provide  fuel,  &c.  18. 

Daily  allowance,  18. 

By  whom  paid,  18. 

If  not  paid  in  ten  days  debtor  discharged,  18. 

Persons  confined  for  a  debt  not  exceeding  §15,  to  be  discharged  after 
30  days,  24. 

DISORDERLY  APPRENTICE. 

To  have  same  allowance  as  prisoners,  unless  by  permission,  10. 

EXECUTIONS. 

To  take  place  in  jail  yards,  22. 

Duty  of  Sheriff  or  Coroner,  22. 

No  minor  to  be  present,  22. 

Sheriff  or  Coroner  to  make  oath,  22.  . 

HABEAS  CORPUS. 

By  whom  the  writ  to  be  awarded,  31. 

Service  and  return  of  writ,  32. 

May  be  obtained  in  term  time,  33. 

Penalty  on  refusing  the  writ,  34. 

Or  the  execution  of  it,  34. 

An  associate  judge  may  grant  the  writ,  36. 
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HOSPITAL. 

Authorizing  erection  of,  26,  27. 

HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 

Power  of  Inspectors  to  commit  to,  31. 

INSANE  CRIMINALS. 

To  be  committed  to  state  lunatic  hospital,  25. 

INSPECTORS. 

Duties  of,  6,  23. 

Appointments  to  be  made  by,  6. 

Majority  to  constitute  a  board,  6. 

To  administer  oaths,  6. 

Authorized  to  draw  on  county  treasurer,  11. 

To  remove  prisoners  from  Arch  street  and  Walnut  street  prisons,  11. 

On  removal  of  prisoners  from  Arch  and  Walnut  street  prisons,  powers 
transferred,  12. 

To  inspect  debtors’  apartment,  18. 

Provide  fuel,  &c.  18. 

Powers  vested  in  Mayor,  &c.  to  be  exercised  by,  19. 

To  recover  vacant  lots,  20. 

And  debts  due  the  prison,  20. 

To  transmit  annual  statement,  25. 

How  elected,  28. 

What  offices  are  incompatible,  29. 

Not  to  be  interested  in  any  contract,  30. 

Penalty  for  receiving  gratuities,  30. 

Board  of,  to  sit  with  closed  doors,  80. 

JAIL  DELIVERY. 

Every  half  year,  15. 

KEEPERS,  OR  GAOLERS.  ' 

By  whom  appointed,  7. 

Duties  of,  7. 

Not  to  be  absent  from  prison  without  consent  of  superintendent,  8. 
Penalty  for  receiving  gift,  &c.  from  prisoners,  8. 

Not  to  keep  tavern,  16. 

To  receive  prisoners  committed  by  U.  States,  16. 

May  punish  prisoners,  17. 

Penalty  for  suffering  prisoners  to  escape,  17,  20. 
for  extortion  by,  15. 

for  neglecting  to  furnish  a  calendar  of  persons  committed,  19. 
for  selling  liquor  to  prisoners,  20. 

for  refusing  to  bring  the  body  of  prisoners  on  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  34. 

or  a  copy  of  the  warrant,  34. 

for  improperly  removing  prisoners,  35, 

MATRON. 

By  whom  appointed,  6. 

Duties  of,  7. 

Where  to  reside,  7. 

Not  to  sell  any  article  for  use  of  prison,  7. 

Not  to  be  absent  without  leave,  7. 

OFFICIAL  VISITORS. 

List  of,  9. 

PHYSICIAN. 

By  whom  appointed,  6. 

Duties  of,  8,  9,  10. 

PRISONERS. 

No  person  to  visit  prisoner  without  a  permit,  9. 

How  clothed,  9. 

Description  of,  to  be  entered  in  a  book,  9. 
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Effects  and  clothing  to  be  entered  in  a  book,  9. 

To  be  returned  when  discharged,  9. 

Where  confined,  9,  10. 

Uniform  of  male  convicts,  9. 

Penalty  on  supplying  prisoners  with  ardent  spirits,  10. 

Convicted  for  less  than  2  years,  to  be  imprisoned  in  county  prison,  11. 
Bailable,  15. 

Damages  for  imprisonment  without  cause,  15. 

May  do  over  work,  17. 

Keepers  may  punish,  17. 

Escaping,  to  be  punished,  17. 

W'here  relief  may  be  given  to,  24. 

Courts  may  sentence  to  penitentiary  or  county  prison  at  discretion,  24. 
Not  indicted  at  next  court,  discharged,  88. 

When  to  be  brought  before  court,  33. 

No  one  to  be  re-committed  for  the  same  offence  after  discharged  by  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  34. 

Penalty  on  improperly  removing,  35. 

Restrained  of  their  liberty  under  any  pretext  to  be  relieved,  35. 
Detained  without  warrant,  36. 

Limitation  of  actions,  36. 

Plea  of  defendant,  36. 

SHERIFF. 

To  receive  prisoners  committed  by  U.  States,  16. 

Not  to  keep  tavern,  16. 

To  remove  prisoners  from  any  pestilential  danger,  19. 

To  receive  prisoners  of  war,  21. 

Penalty  for  escape,  21. 

To  attend  the  execution  of  criminals,  22. 

To  make  oath,  22. 

SUPERINTENDENT. 

By  whom  appointed,  6. 

Where  to  reside,  6. 

His  duties,  6. 

Penalty  for  selling  any  article  for  use  of  prison,  7. 

To  take  charge  of  property  belonging  to  prisoners,  7. 

Not  to  be  absent  from  prison  without  consent,  6. 

TREASURER. 

By  whom  appointed,  6. 

To  give  bond,  6. 

U.  S.  MARSHAL. 

To  visit  prisoners  of  war,  21. 

VAGRANTS 

To  be  fed  and  clothed  same  as  convicts,  11,  23. 

VISITING  INSPECTORS. 

Their  duties,  6. 
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CLERK. 

To  attest  all  warrants  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  41. 

To  transcribe  minutes,  42. 

To  notify  the  chairman  of  all  committees  of  business  referred  to  them,  42. 

GATE  KEEPERS. 

Their  duties,  43. 

Not  to  admit  visitors  on  Sunday,  45. 

KEEPERS. 

Their  duties,  43,  44. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Arrangement  of,  39. 

PRESIDENT. 

His  duties,  39. 

To  call  special  meetings  at  the  request  of  five  inspectors,  39. 

To  be  ex-officio  a  member  of  all  standing  committees,  41. 

To  sign  all  warrants  on  the  treasurer,  41. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

List  of,  40. 

Reports  to  be  in  writing,  40. 

Their  duties,  40,  41. 

SUPERINTENDENT. 

To  give  receipts  for  all  articles  delivered  at  the  prison,  40. 

To  collect  and  receive  all  moneys  due  the  prison,  and  give  bond,  41 
To  inspect  the  clothing  of  prisoners,  43. 

To  give  all  orders  or  directions  to  keepers,  45. 

To  assign  keepers  to  accompany  visitors,  44. 

SPECIAL  MEETING. 

May  be  called  by  the  president  at  the  request  of  five  members,  39. 

STATED  MEETINGS. 

When  held,  39. 

Thirteen  inspectors  a  quorum,  39. 

TREASURER. 

Shall  give  bond,  41. 

To  receive  all  moneys,  41. 

Pay  the  same  on  warrants  signed  by  the  president  and  clerk,  41. 

To  keep  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  41. 

To  present  his  accounts  yearly  to  committee  of  accounts,  41. 

To  report  in  writing  at  every  stated  meeting,  41. 

VISITING  INSPECTORS. 

Their  duties,  41,  45. 

Applications  for  pardon  to  be  referred  .to,  41. 

To  state  reasons  to  the  board  on  recommending  prisoners  for  pardon,  41. 
May  grant  permission  to  visit  prisoners  under  sentence,  41. 

VISITORS. 

Inspectors  may  grant  permit  to,  41. 

To  be  accompanied  by  one  of  the  keepers,  44. 

Not  admitted  on  Sundays,  45. 


